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!"342!#4��4HIS�PAPER�DEALS�WITH�THE�HISTORICAL�ÎGURE�OF�2AVIVARMAN�+ULAĺEKHARA�
(c. 1266–1317 ce	�� A�KING�OF� SOUTHERN�+ERALA�AND� FOR�A�WHILE�EMPEROR�OF�3OUTH�
)NDIA��WHO�CLAIMS� IN�HIS� INSCRIPTIONS� TO�BE�A�yadupati� LIKE�HIS� FATHER�� AND�AT� THE�
SAME� TIME� APPEARS� TO� BE� GENETICALLY� A� 9ãDAVA� BY� HIS�MOTHER�� ACCORDING� TO� THE�
MATRILINEAL� SYSTEM� OF� INHERITANCE� THROUGH� THE� SISTERÁS� SON� �MARUMAKKATTãYA΃) 
THAT�WAS�PREVALENT�IN�PRE
MODERN�+ERALA�AMONG�NON
BRAHMINS��-OREOVER��IN�
TAKING�OVER�THE�#ERA�IMPERIAL�HERITAGE�IN�ACCORDANCE�WITH�THE�SOLAR�ASPECTS�OF�HIS 
KULADEVATã��6IΣ·U�0ADMANãBHA	��2AVIVARMAN�PRETENDS�TO�ASSUME�A�SOLAR�DIMEN-
SION�COMPATIBLE�WITH�HIS� LUNAR
FAMILY�ORIGIN�BY�CLAIMING� TO�BE�NãMãNTARA
KAR·A 
�+AR·A�BEING�SON�OF�THE�SOLAR�GOD�THROUGH�THE�9ãDAVč�+UNTč	��4HE�*AIMINčYASA΃HITã�
OF� THE�"RAHMã·͍A�0URã·A�� AN�EPIC�PROBABLY�COMPOSED� IN�+ERALA�UNDER� THE� REIGN�
OF�THE�SAME�+ULAĺEKHARA��THERE�IS�AN�OBVIOUS�REFERENCE�TO�THIS�TEXT�IN�ONE�OF�HIS�
INSCRIPTIONS	��TELLS�A�UNIQUE�STORY�ABOUT�THE�BRAHMIN��ÎRST	�WIFE�OF�+ING�3AGARA��
AND�ALSO�EMPHASIZES�THE�ROLE�OF�3AGARAÁS�MOTHER�WHO�IS�A�9ãDAVč�QUEEN��AS�IF�THE�
FAMOUS�SOLAR�KING�3AGARA�SERVED�AS�A�MODEL�FOR�2AVIVARMAN��4HE�PAPER�COMPARES�
AND�DISCUSSES�THE�GENEALOGICAL�NARRATIVES�OF�THE�EPIGRAPHIC�TESTIMONIES�AND�THE�
0URã·IC�ACCOUNTS��AND�ANALYSES�THEIR�SYMBOLIC�VALUE�IN�ORDER�TO�UNDERSTAND�THE�
ROYAL�IDEOLOGY�EXPRESSED�ACCORDING�TO�THE�"RAHMANICAL�TRADITION�WITHIN�THE�PECU-
LIAR�SOCIO
CULTURAL�CONTEXT�OF�+ERALA�

+%97/2$3��#ERA�� EPIGRAPHY�� *AIMINčYASA΃HITã�� KINGSHIP��+OLLAM��MARUMAKKATT

ãYA΃��MATRILINY��MEDIEVAL�3OUTH�)NDIA��.AYAR��PRE
MODERN�+ERALA��0URã·A��2AVI-
VARMAN�+ULAĺEKHARA��SVARŊPAM��4RAVANCORE��9ãDAVA�

� ��� #HRISTOPHE�6IELLE�IS�A�3ENIOR�2ESEARCH�!SSOCIATE�IN�THE�"ELGIAN�.ATIONAL�&OUNDATION�FOR�3CI-
ENTIÎC�2ESEARCH��AND�0ROFESSOR�OF�3ANSKRIT�AT�THE�5NIVERSITY�OF�,OUVAIN�
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4HE� 3OUTH� )NDIAN� KING� 2AVIVARMAN� +ULAĺEKHARA� IS� AN� IMPORTANT� HISTORICAL�
ÎGURE� �c�� ����� TO� PERHAPS� ����� ce	�� WHO� CERTAINLY� DESERVES�� AFTER� +RISHNA

SWAMI�!IYANGARÁS�PRELIMINARY�ESSAY������	��A�NEW�STUDY�BASED�ON�ALL�THE�AVAIL-
ABLE�EPIGRAPHIC�AND�LITERARY�MATERIAL��!�ÎRST�STEP�IN�THIS�DIRECTION�HAS�BEEN�
MADE��FOR�THE�EPIGRAPHIC�CORPUS��BY�.��3ETHURAMAN������	��,EAVING�ASIDE�THE�
PROBLEMS� OF� 2AVIVARMANÁS� CHRONOLOGY� �ESPECIALLY� HIS� REGNAL� DATES	�� IN� THIS�
PAPER�)�WILL�CONCENTRATE�ON�HIS�GENEALOGY�AND�SYMBOLIC�ATTRIBUTES�
� 2AVIVARMAN�+ULAĺEKHARA�WAS�KING� IN�OF� THE�+ŊPAKA� COUNTRY� �6õ·ãέU� IN�
4AMIL�-ALAYALAM��HE�IS�PRESENTED�AS�Võ·ãέέAέIKAͷ� IN�A�0ã·͍YA�KINGÁS�INSCRIP-
TION�OF������ce��3RINIVASAN��.ARASIMHASWAMY�AND�2AMESH����������¾����NO��
���	��IN�THE�LAND�OF�THE�+ERAͷAS��UNDERSTOOD�BROADLY�AS�-ALAYãͷAM�OR�-ALA�I	
NãέU	��!CCORDING�TO�THE�ENCYCLOPAEDIC�0RAPA£CAHΛDAYA (c��ELEVENTH�CENTURY��CF��
0ARPOLA����������	��WHICH�LISTS�THE�ÀSEVEN�+ONKANSÁ�FORMING�THE�WEST
COASTAL�
ÀLAND�OF�0ARAĺURãMAÁ��+ŊPAKA��THE�SOUTHERNMOST�ONE��WAS�LOCATED�SOUTH�OF�
�CENTRAL	�+ERALA� IN�THE�NARROW�SENSE�� ITSELF�SOUTH�OF�THE�-ŊΣIKA�COUNTRY�2 
)T� THUS� CORRESPONDS� MORE� OR� LESS� TO� THE� MODERN� 4RAVANCORE�3 Its political 
CAPITAL�WAS�+OͷAMBAM�+OLLAM��1UILON	��AND�ITS�MAIN�SHRINE�WAS�THE�FAMOUS�
TEMPLE�OF� �6IΣ·U	�0ADMANãBHA� IN�4RIVANDRUM�4IRUVANANTAPURAM��OR�ĹRč�
Anantapuram.�

 2. 0RAPA£CAHΛDAYA p. 3: SAHYAPãDE�PARAĺURãMABHŊMIͥ�Ɲ�Sã�SAPTAKO΅KA·ãKHYã KŊPAKA
KERALA
MŊΣIKA

ALUVA
PAĺU
KO΅KA·A
PARAKO΅KA·A
BHEDENA�DAKΣI·OTTARAYãMENA�CA�VYAVASTHITã�ƞ�1UOTED�BY�*ANAKI�
���������N������4HE�MEYKKčRTTI�OF�THE�#OͷA�KING�2ãJãDHIRãJA��MIDDLE�OF�THE�ELEVENTH�CENTURY	�
SPEAKS�IN�ONE�PASSAGE�OF�THREE�+ERALA�-ALAYãͷA�RULERS��CORRESPONDING�TO�THE�6õ·ãέU��THE�
-ŊΣIKA�AND�THE�#õRA�+ERAͷA��IN�THE�NARROW�SENSE	�ONES��(ULTZSCH ����������NO������LINES��¾���
CF��-ENON�����������3ARKAR���������	��"EFORE�THE�BEGINNING�OF�THE�TWELFTH�CENTURY�AND�THE�FALL�
OF�THE�#ERA�DYNASTY�OF�-AHODAYAPURAM��SEE�NN�������������AND����BELOW	��THE�6õ·ãέU�RULERS�
(UέAYãR�� ÀOWNERÁ	��AS�SãMANTAS��NEIGHBOURING�FEUDATORIES	��OWED�NOMINAL�ALLEGIANCE�TO�THE�
#ERA�ÀSOVEREIGNÁ��PERUMãͷ��CF��3REEDHARA�-ENON����������¾���������6ELUTHAT����������¾��	��
(OWEVER�� THIS� THREEFOLD�GEO
POLITICAL�DIVISION�CONSTITUTING�+ERALA� �IN� THE�BROAD� SENSE�� AS�
A� SINGLE�CULTURAL�ENTITY	� IS�VALID� FROM�THE�NINTH� TO� THE�MIDDLE�OF� THE� FOURTEENTH�CENTURY��
BEFORE�THE�RISE�OF�THE�3ãMŊTIRI�KINGDOM�OF�#ALICUT�AND�THE�FURTHER�POLITICAL�FRAGMENTATION�
OF�THE�-ALANãέU �ATTESTED�BY�)BN�"ATTUTA�IN�����¾���ce��9�RASIMOS����������	��4HE�THREE�MAIN�
COASTAL� CITIES�TRADE�CENTRES� LISTED�BY� FOREIGN� TRAVELLERS�DURING� THAT�PERIOD�CORRESPOND� TO�
THE�THREE�CAPITALS�OF�%LI;
MALA=���-ŊΣIKA;
(ILL=��+OέU΅΅ALŊR�4IRUVA£CIKKUͷAM���-AHODAYA

PURAM��AND�+OLLAM��0ADMANABHA�-ENON���������¾�������¾�������¾����FOR�THE�TESTIMONY�OF�
&RIAR�*ORDANUS��c. 1330 ce��SEE�'ADRAT���������������	�

� ��� 4HE�%NGLISH�NAME�4RAVANCORE�IS�RELATED�TO�THE�-ALAYALAM�HONORIÎC�TITLE�4IRUVAέI�USUALLY�AT-
TACHED�TO�THE�6õ·ãέU�RULERS��E�G��-ALAYãͷA�4IRUVAέI�+ULAĺõKHARA�IN�THE�0RATãPARUDRA�INSCRIP-
TION�OF������ce��6ENKATASUBBA�!IYAR�����¾����3RINIVASAN��.ARASIMHASWAMY�AND�2AMESH�������
�����NO�����	�

� ��� 4HE�ÀHOLY�CITY�OF�!NANTAÁ��ALIAS�ĹEΣA��-ALAYALAM�4IRENDRA�RE
3ANSKRITIZED�AS�3YãNANDŊRA�
�+UNHAN�2AJA������������CF��THE�3YãNANDŊRA�0URã·A�3AMUCCAYA��AN�UNPUBLISHED�3THALAPURã·A�
dated kali ERA�����������ce	��"OTH�PLACES�ARE�SUCCESSIVELY�DESCRIBED�IN�THE�ĹUKASA΃DEĺA 
�����¾������¾��	�BY�THE�+ERALAN�POET�,AKΣMčDãSA�IN�THE�ÎRST�PART�OF�THE�FOURTEENTH�CENTURY�
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� !S�STATED�IN�2AVIVARMANÁS�PRAĺASTI�OF�����¾���ce:

SVASTI�ĺRčJAYASI΃HA�ITY�ABHIHITAͥ�SOMãNVAYOTTA΃SAKO
 RãJãSčD�IHA�KERAͷEΣU�VIΣAYE�NãTHO�YADUKΣMãBHΛTãM�Ɲ
JãTO�ÁSMãD�RAVIVARMABHŊPATIR�UMADEVYã΃�KUMãRAͥ�ĺIVãD
� DEHAVYãPYAĺAKãBDABHãJI�SAMAYE�DEHčVA�VčRO�RASAͥ�ƞ���ƞ
KΣAYA΃�NčTVã�SO�ÁYA΃�KALIBALAM�IVãRãTINIVAHA΃
� JAYAĺRčVAT�KΛTVã�NIJASAHACARč΃�Pã·͍YATANAYãM�Ɲ
TRAYASTRI΃ĺADVARΣO�YAĺA�IVA�YAYAU�KERAͷAPADA΃
� RARAKΣA�SVA΃�RãΣέRA΃�NAGARAM�IVA�KOͷAMBAM�ADHIPAͥ�ƞ���ƞ
JITVã�SA΃GRãMADHčRO�NΛPATIR�ADHIRA·A΃�VIDVIΣA΃�VčRAPã·͍YA΃
� KΛTVãSAU�Pã·͍YACOͷãN�NAYA�IVA�TANUMãN�KERAͷEBHYO�ÁPY�ADHčNãN�Ɲ
ΣAέCATVãRI΃ĺADABDAS�TAέABHUVI�MUKUέA΃�DHãRAYAN�VEGAVATYãͥ�
� KRč͍ã΃�SI΃HãSANASTHAĺ�CIRAM�AKΛTA�MAHčKčRTIVã·čRAMãBHIͥ�ƞ���ƞ
KΛTVã�KERAͷAPã·͍YACOͷAVIJAYA΃�K¸PTãBHIΣEKOTSAVAͥ
� SA΃GRãMãPAJAYENA�KO΅KA·AGATA΃�TA΃�VčRAPã·͍YA΃�RIPUM�Ɲ
NčTVã�SPHčTABALA΃�TATO�ÁPI�VIPINA΃�JITVã�DIĺA΃�UTTARA΃
� Kã£CYãM�ATRA�CATURTHAM�ABDAM�ALIKHAT�SA΃GRãMADHčRO�NΛPAͥ�ƞ���ƞ
ã�MEROR�ã�MALAYãD�ã�PŊRVãD�ã�CA�PAĺCIMãD�ACALãT�Ɲ
� YADUKULAĺEKHARA�EΣA�KΣO·č΃�KULAĺEKHARAͥ�SVAYA΃�BUBHUJE�ƞ���ƞ

(BIRUDAs:)
svasti�ƞ�ĺRč�ƞ�CANDRAKULA
MA΅GALAPRADčPA�ƞ�YãDAVA
NãRãYA·A�ƞ�KERAͷADEĺA
PU·YAPARI·ãMA 
ƞ�NãMãNTARA
KAR·A�ƞ�KŊPAKA
SãRVABHAUMA�ƞ�KULAĺIKHARI
PRATIΣέHãPITA
GARU͍A
DHVAJA�ƞ�
KOͷAMBA
PURAVARãDHčĺVARA�ƞ�ĺRč
PADMANãBHA
PADAKAMALA
PARAMãRãDHAKA�ƞ�PRA·ATARãJA

PRATIΣέHãCãRYA�ƞ�VIMATARãJA
BANDčKãRA�ƞ�DHARMATARU
MŊLAKANDA�ƞ�SADGU·ãLA΃KãRA�ƞ�CATUͥ

ΣAΣέI
KALã
VALLABHA�ƞ�DAKΣI·A
BHOJARãJA�ƞ�SA΃GRãMADHčRA�ƞ�MAHãRãJãDHIRãJA
PARAMEĺVARA�ƞ�
JAYASI΃HADEVA
NANDANA�ƞ�RAVIVARMA
MAHãRãJA�ƞ�ĺRč
KULAĺEKHARADEVA�ƞ

�INSCRIPTION�OF�+ã£Cč��+IELHORN�����¾��A	5

2AVIVARMAN�WAS�THE�SON�OF� *AYASI΃HA��WHO�BELONGED�TO�THE�FAMILY�OF�9ADU�
AND�THE�LUNAR�RACE�AND�WAS�KING�IN�THE�+ERAͷA�COUNTRY��AND�HIS�WIFE�5MãDEVč�
�V���	��!FTER�DEFEATING�HIS�ADVERSARIES��2AVIVARMAN�MARRIED�A�0ã·͍YA�PRINCESS�6 

� ��� #OMPARE�THE�INSCRIPTIONS�OF�ĹRčRA΅GAM��+IELHORN�����¾��B��3RINIVASAN��.ARASIMHASWAMY�
AND�2AMESH����������¾�����NO�����	�AND�4IRUVATI��(ULTZSCH ����¾����	��WHICH�BOTH�OMIT�V��
���AND�THE�4RIVANDRUM�INSCRIPTION��'OPINATHA�2AO������ ��¾����NO���	��WHICH�GIVES�ONLY�THE�
BIRUDAs.

� ��� 4HE�FACT�IS�CONÎRMED�BY�THE�,čLãTILAKA΃��A�GRAMMAR�OF�-ALAYALAM��MORE�PRECISELY��MA·I

PRAVãͷAM	�IN�3ANSKRIT�FROM�THE�SECOND�PART�OF�THE�FOURTEENTH�CENTURY��WHICH�QUOTES�A�
VERSE�������	�DECLARING�THAT�ÀTHE�RULER�OF�6õ·ãέU��THE�HERO�2AVIVARMAN�BY�NAME��THE�LORD�
OF�THE�9ADUSÁ��Võ·ãέέINN�UέAYĮRU�VčRARAVIVARMãKHYO�YADŊNã΃�PATIͥ	��WHEN�STILL�A�BOY��AFTER�
HAVING�DEFEATED�� FOR� THE�BENEÎT�OF� THE�0ã·͍YA� �OVER	LORD�� THE� �REBEL�	�KING�6IKRAMA

0ã·͍YA��OBTAINED�THE�LATTERÁS�DAUGHTER��AS�DID�THE�YOUNG�HERO�!RJUNA��0ã·͍AVA	��WHO��
FOR�THE�BENEÎT�OF��HIS�PRECEPTOR	�$RO·A��DEFEATED�+ING�$RUPADA�AND�LATER�OBTAINED�HIS�
DAUGHTER� $RAUPADč� �+RISHNASWAMI� !IYANGAR� ������ ���¾���� 6ENKATARAMANAYYA� ������
�����6ELU�0ILLAI� ������ ��¾��	��4WO�ADDITIONAL�VERSES�ON�2AVIVARMAN�BY�HIS� COURT�POET�
+AVIBHŊΣA·A��ENGRAVED�IN�THE�ĹRčRA΅GAM�SHRINE��SEEM�TO�ALLUDE�TO�HIS�ATTACHMENT�TO�
ONLY�ONE�WIFE��VV�����AND�����+IELHORN�����¾��B��CF��6ELU�0ILLAI����������	��AS�DOES�ONE�
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AND�WHEN�HE�WAS����YEARS�OF�AGE��c. 1300 ce	�HE�TOOK�POSSESSION�OF��THE�WHOLE�
OF	� +ERAͷA�� RULING� IT� AS� IF� IT� WERE� HIS� TOWN� OF� +OͷAMBAM� �V�� �	�� 6ICTORIOUS�
AGAINST�THE�0ã·͍YA��HE�MADE�THE�0ã·͍YAS�AND�THE�#OͷAS�SUBJECT�TO�THE�+ERAͷAS��
AND�WHEN�HE�WAS����YEARS�OLD�HE�ASSUMED�THE��IMPERIAL	�CROWN�AS�LEADER�OF�
THE�+ERAͷA
0ã·͍YA
#OͷA�PEOPLES��V�����WHICH�CAN�BE�TRANSLATED�ÀHAVING�MADE�
VICTORY�ON�THE�0ã·͍YAS�AND�#OͷAS�WITH�THE�+ERAͷASÁ��AND�V���	��AS�HEAD
ORNA-
MENT�OF�THE�RACE��KULA
ĺEKHARA	�OF�9ADU��HE�TOOK�POSSESSION�OF�THE�EARTH��V���	�
� 2AVIVARMANÁS� BIRUDAS� �I�E�� EPITHETS	� DESCRIBE� HIM� AS� ÀTHE� REGENT� OF� THE�
EXCELLENT�CITY�OF�+OͷAMBAMÁ�7� ÀTHE�+ŊPAKA;
ISSUED=�UNIVERSAL�MONARCHÁ��CF��
HIS�4AMIL�QUALIÎCATION�AS� TRIBHUVANA
CAKRAVARTIN	�� ÀTHE�RESULT�OF�THE�RELIGIOUS�
MERIT�OF�THE�+ERAͷA�COUNTRYÁ��ÀTHE�DEVOUT�WORSHIPPER�OF�THE�LOTUS
FEET�OF�THE�
HOLY�0ADMANãBHAÁ�8� AND�ALSO��MORE� SYMBOLICALLY�� AS� ÀTHE�AUSPICIOUS� LIGHT�OF�
THE�-OONÁS� RACEÁ�� À.ãRãYA·A� �I�E�� +ΛΣ·A	� AMONG� THE�9ãDAVASÁ�� À+AR·A�UNDER�
ANOTHER�NAMEÁ��AND�THE�ONE�ÀBY�WHOM�THE�'ARU͍A�BANNER�IS�ESTABLISHED�ON�THE�
�SEVEN	�PRINCIPAL�MOUNTAINSÁ�

2!6)6!2-!.Á3�&!-),9�!.$�-!42),).9�).�-%$)%6!,�+%2!,!

4HE�FACT�THAT�2AVIVARMAN�IS�CLAIMED�IN�THIS�INSCRIPTION�TO�BE��LIKE�HIS�FATHER��
A�9ãDAVA�AND�A�yadupati��IS�OFTEN�INTERPRETED�AS�TESTIMONY�TO�THE�PERSISTENCE�
OF�A�PATRILINEAL�SYSTEM�OF�ROYAL�SUCCESSION�� IN�WHICH�THE�SON�BECOMES�YADU

pati�BECAUSE�HE�WAS�BORN�FROM�A�9ãDAVA�FATHER�WHO�WAS�THE�PREVIOUS�KING�9 

OF�THE�EULOGISTIC�VERSES�BY�3AMUDRABANDHA��!LA΃KãRASARVASVAVYãKHYã�P������SEE�NEXT�N��
and C. Narayanan 2002: 122).

� ��� 4HE�EULOGY�OF�2AVIVARMAN�BY�HIS�COURT�POET�3AMUDRABANDHA��THE�VERSES�IN�PRAISE�OF�2AVI-
VARMAN�SERVING�AS�EXAMPLES�TO�ILLUSTRATE�HIS�!LA΃KãRASARVASVAVYãKHYã	��BESIDE�THE�CONSTANT�
QUALIÎCATION�OF�2AVIVARMAN�AS�9ADU
LORD�AND�9ãDAVA��ALSO�OFTEN�REFERS�TO�HIS�+ŊPAKA�KING-
SHIP�AND�THE�MAGNIÎCENCE�OF�THE�CITY�OF�+OͷAMBAM��IT�IS�COMPARED��FOR�EXAMPLE��TO�THE�MAG-
NIÎCENCE�OF�!YODHYã�OF�YORE	��3EE�#��.ARAYANAN�����������������¾�����������������¾���������
��������¾��������¾�������¾�����������������������

� ��� 6IΣ·U
0ADMANãBHA�IS�GIVEN�AS�THE�PERSONAL�DEITY�OF�2AVIVARMANÁS�FAMILY��YãDAVANΛPA

KULADAIVASYA�BHAGAVATAͥ�ĺRčPADMANãBHASYA	�IN�THE�PROLOGUE�OF�HIS�PLAY�0RADYUMNãBHYUDAYA��
WHICH�IS�BASED�ON�THE�HEROIC�STORY�OF�THE��9ãDAVA	�SON�OF�+ΛΣ·A��(ARIVA΃ĺA�APP��&��+UNJUNNI�
2AJA����������	�AND�WAS�INTENDED�FOR�PERFORMANCE�AT�A�FESTIVAL��YãTRã	�IN�THE�0ADMANãBHA�
TEMPLE��4HE�5··UNčLISANDõĺA΃��ANOTHER�WORK�IN�-ALAYALAM��MA·IPRAVãͷAM	�FROM�THE�SECOND�
HALF�OF�THE�FOURTEENTH�CENTURY��WHEN�DESCRIBING�THE�!NANTAPURAM�SANCTUARY��EVOKES�3A΃

GRãMADHčRAÁS��I�E��2AVIVARMANÁS��CF������	�FAMOUS�DEVOTION�TO�LORD�0ADMANãBHA������	��WHO�
HAS�'ARU͍A�FOR�HIS�EMBLEM������	��"AYI����������¾����"AYI����������¾���	�

� ��� 3EE�E�G��+RISHNA�!YYAR����������������3REEDHARA�-ENON������������3REEDHARA�-ENON�������
����������"AYI�����������"AYI�����������+UNJAN�0ILLAI�����������¾���	�HOLDS�THE�VIEW�THAT�THE�
ÀLATERÁ�MATRILINEAL�SYSTEM�OF�INHERITANCE�FOUND�IN�+ERALA�WAS�AN�OUTCOME�OF�THE�SOCIAL�DIS-
TURBANCE�OCCASIONED�BY� THE�#OͷA¾#ERA� À(UNDRED�9EARSÁ�7ARÁ�OF� THE�ELEVENTH�CENTURY� �CF��
,ALITHA�+UMARI����������	��&OR�CRITICAL�ASSESMENTS�OF�THIS�VIEW��SEE�0ILLAY�������3REEDHARA�
-ENON� ������ ���¾���� 'ANESH� ������ ���¾���� 6ELUTHAT� ������ ����� 3REEDHARA�-ENON� �������
��������������	�REFERS�TO�THE�HYPOTHESIS�OF�"ASHAM���������������¾��	��ACCORDING�TO�WHICH�
THE�MATRILINEAL�SYSTEM�OF�INHERITANCE�ATTESTED�IN�THE�POST
#ERA�PERIOD��TWELFTH�CENTURY�
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4HE�EARLY�6õ·ãέU�RULERS�� ACCORDING� TO� INSCRIPTIONS� FROM�THE�NINTH� TO� TENTH�
CENTURIES��ALREADY�CLAIMED�TO�BE�9ãDAVAS��MORE�PRECISELY�FROM�THE�6ΛΣ·I�kula 
�CF��-��'��3��.ARAYANAN�����������3ARKAR���������¾����5NITHIRI���������¾��	��TO�
WHICH�2AVIVARMANÁS�BIRUDA�À.ãRãYA·A�AMONG�THE�9ãDAVASÁ�CAN�BE�CONNECTED��
(OWEVER�� FOLLOWING�6ELU�0ILLAI� ������� ��¾��� CF�� 0ISHAROTI� ������ ���2AJA� ������
���	��AND�AS�6��+��2��-ENON�AND�-��'��3��.ARAYANAN�ARGUED�IN�THE�CASE�OF�THE�
#ERA�DYNASTY�OF�-AHODAYAPURAM�10�)�SHALL�CONTEND�THAT�A�MATRILINEAL�SYSTEM�
OF� INHERITANCE�WAS�ALREADY�OPERATING� IN� THE�+ŊPAKA�KINGDOM��ACCORDING� TO�
WHICH�2AVIVARMAN�CLAIMED�TO�BE�A�9ãDAVA�BECAUSE�HIS mother��I�E��5MãDEVč	�
WAS�A�9ãDAVč�WHO�� IN�THIS�CASE��WOULD�HAVE�MARRIED A�FOREIGN�KING��FROM�
+ERALA	�WHO�WAS�ALSO�HIMSELF�A�9ãDAVA�
� 4HE�-ŊΣIKAVA΃ĺA�(MV	��A�HISTORICAL�KãVYA�BY�!TULA�WHICH�CAN�BE�DATED�TO�
THE�ÎRST�HALF�OF� THE� TWELFTH�CENTURY� �5NNI���������������	�11� EXPLICITLY� TESTI-
ÎES�TO�THE�ANTIQUITY�OF�THE�MATRILINEAL�SYSTEM�OF�SUCCESSION�IN�+ERALA��AT�LEAST�
FOR� THE�NORTHERN�-ŊΣIKA�KINGDOM��4HE�-ŊΣIKA�RULERS�CLAIMED�TO�BE�OF� THE�
(EHAYA�LINE��THE�(EHAYAS�BEING�THEMSELVES�9ãDAVAS	��(OWEVER��THEIR�MYTHICAL�
ANCESTOR��AS�DESCRIBED�IN�THE�POEM��IS�A�WIDOWED�queen�FROM�-ãHIΣMATč��WHO�
HAD�ESCAPED�FROM�THE�FURY�OF�THE�BRAHMIN�2ãMA�*ãMADAGNYA��WHO�HIMSELF��
LATER�ON�� CROWNED�HER� SON�AS� THE�ÎRST�-ŊΣIKA�KING� �sargaS��¾�	��4HIS�KINGÁS�
ELDEST�SON�BECAME�THE�NEW�(EHAYA�KING�IN�-ãHIΣMATč��WHILE�HIS�YOUNGEST�
SON�SUCCEEDED�HIM�IN�THE�-ŊΣIKA�CAPITAL�OF�+OLAM��sargaS��¾�	��)N�THE�HISTORI-
CAL�PERIOD�IN�WHICH�THE�STORY�IS�SET��CORRESPONDING�TO�THE�TENTH�CENTURY�ce, 
ACCORDING�TO�5NNI����������¾��������¾��	��WHEN�A�KING�IS��FOR�THE�ÎRST�TIME��
SUCCEEDED�BY�THE�SON�OF�HIS�SISTER��MV������	��WE�HEAR�THAT�A�DIVINE�SANCTION�
HAS�ALREADY�BEEN�GIVEN�TO�THIS�ÀNEWÁ�PATTERN�OF�SUCCESSION��THE�QUEEN�PRAYED�
TO�$URGã��WISHING�ÀMAY�THIS�EARTH�BE�THE�REALM��AT�EVERY�STEP��OF�KINGS�BORN�AS�

ONWARDS	�COULD�HAVE�BEEN�THE�ÀREVIVALÁ�OF�AN�ANTIQUE�TRADITION��SUPPRESSED�FOR�A�WHILE�UNDER�
"RAHMANICAL�INÏUENCE��RATHER�THAN�AN�INNOVATION��&OR�SUGGESTIONS�OF�THE�$RAVIDIAN�ORIGIN�
OF�SUCH�A�TRADITION��SEE�2AMACHANDRA�$IKSHITAR�����¾����4RAUTMANN����������¾�������¾����
2AJAN�'URUKKAL�����������

 10.� -ENON���������¾����-��'��3��.ARAYANAN�������������¾����CF��6ELUTHAT����������N�����6ELUTHAT�
���������������N����	��-��'��3��.ARAYANAN����������¾���������!CCORDING�TO�6ELUTHAT�����������	��
ÀALTHOUGH�THE�;#ERA�DYNASTIC=�PATTERN�OF�SUCCESSION�IS�NOT�CLEARÉTHIS�;I�E��MATRILINEAL�SUCCES-
SION=�IS�NOT�IMPROBABLEÁ��/N�THE�SUN�GODÁS�daughter�IN�+ULAĺEKHARAÁS�DRAMA��CF��NEXT�N�	�AS�A�
PERFECT�MODEL�OF�A�MYTHICAL�ANCESTOR��SEE�N���� BELOW�

 11.� )N�MY�VIEW��!TULA��THE�AUTHOR�OF�THE�MV��MUST�BE�IDENTIÎED�WITH�4ĮLAN��TADBHAVA�OF�!TULA	��
THE�PROT�G��OF�THE�ROYAL�DRAMATIST�+ULAĺEKHARA��4HE�LATTER�KING��SAID�TO�BE�MAHODAYAPURA

PARAMEĺVARA and KERALA
VIΣAYãDHIPA	�� AS� PATRON� OF� THE� POET� 6ãSUDEVA�� WAS� ALSO� CALLED�
2ãMA�
VARMAN	�� AND�HIS� DATES�� AS�ÎRMLY� ESTABLISHED�BY�5NNI� �����	�� FALL� BETWEEN� �����
and 1150 ce��WHICH�ÎTS�PERFECTLY�WITH�THE�DATES�OF�THE�REIGN�OF�THE�LAST�#ERA�EMPEROR��I�E��
2ãMAVARMAN�+ULAĺEKHARA� �1089¾�����ce�� ACCORDING� TO�.ARAYANAN�AND� THEN�6ELUTHAT� IN�
#HERIAN�������������¾��	��/NE�WOULD�THUS�NOT�BE�SURPRISED�IF�THE�SAME�4ĮLAN��WHO�IS�ALSO�
CREDITED�WITH�THE�AUTHORSHIP�OF�A�LOST�HISTORICAL�KãVYA entitled -AHODAYAPUREĺACARITA (Kun-
JUNNI�2AJA���������¾����5NNI����������¾���	��WOULD�HAVE�COMPOSED��AFTER�THE�DISAPPEAR-
ANCE�OF�HIS�ÎRST�PATRON�� THE�SAME�TYPE�OF�POEM�FOR�HIS�NEW��-ŊΣIKA	�PROTECTOR� �OR� THE�
reverse).
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SONS�OF�THE�WOMEN�MEMBERS�OF�OUR�FAMILY�;VA΃ĺYA
NãRč
SUTA=Á��AND�THE�GODDESS�
GRANTED�A�BOON�SUCH�THAT�ÀPROGENY�OF�REPUTED�GOOD�QUALITY�WILL�SURELY�BE�BORN�
TO�YOU��THE�KINGDOM�TOO�SHALL�PASS�ON�TO�THE�SONS�OF�THE�WOMEN�;STRč
PUTRA=�
�MEMBERS�OF� THIS� FAMILY	Á� �MV� �����¾���� TRANS��-ENON�� CF�� ,ALITHA�+UMARI�
���������¾��	�12

� )N�THE�CASE�OF�THE�+ŊPAKA�KING�2AVIVARMAN��HIS�BIRUDA�À+AR·A�UNDER�ANOTHER�
NAMEÁ� �NãMãNTARA
KAR·A� �� NãMãNTARA
YUKTAͥ KAR·Aͥ�� +IELHORN� ����¾��A�� ����
N���	�CONSTITUTES�OUR�ÎRST�PIECE�OF�EVIDENCE�FOR�MATRILINEAL�SUCCESSION� since 
THE�-AHãBHãRATA�HERO�+AR·A�IS�THE�SON�A΃ĺãVATARA·A�OF�THE�SOLAR�GOD�THROUGH�
THE�9ãDAVč�+UNTč��)�SHALL�LATER�COME�BACK�TO�THE�SOLAR�DIMENSION�THAT�2AVIVAR-
MAN�ALSO�PRETENDS�TO�ASSUME�WITH�THIS�BIRUDA��HERE�)�NOTE�ONLY�THE�POSSIBLE�
REFERENCE�BY�2AVIVARMAN�TO�HIS�9ãDAVč�MOTHER�13

� -ORE�RELEVANT�IS�A�SHORT�INSCRIPTION�FROM�ĹRčRA΅GAM��LOCATED�IN�A�GATEWAY�
BETWEEN� THE� ÎRST� PRãKãRA� �ENCLOSURE	� AND� THE� SECOND� �THE� +ULAĺEKHARA�
PRãKãRA	��ON�A�STONE�JAMB�BEARING�THE�ÎGURE�OF�A�RAMPANT�TIGER�AT�THE�TOP��4HE�
inscription is undated (c�������	��BUT�FROM�IT�WE�CAN�REASONABLY�CONCLUDE��AT�
THE�VERY�LEAST��THAT�2AVIVARMAN�WAS�SUCCEEDED�BY�THE�SON�OF�HIS�SISTER��)T�RUNS�
AS�FOLLOWS�

DAUHITRO�JAYASI΃HADEVANΛPATER�GODEĺVARASYãTMAJAͥ
� SVASRčYAͥ�KULAĺEKHARASYA�SAHAJO�MãRTTã·͍ABHŊPASYA�CA�Ɲ
RãJã�CAMPAKAKERAͷ;o=�RA·AJITAPRODVΛTTAPã·͍YEĺVARAͥ
 KETUSTAMBHAM�AKALPAYA΃�MURABHIDO�RA΅GE�ĺAYASYãGRATAͥ�ƞ

�3RINIVASAN��.ARASIMHASWAMY�AND�2AMESH������������NO�������CF��THE�Annual 

Report on indian epigraphy�����¾���������	

)�� THE� DAUGHTERÁS� SON� �dauhitra	� OF� +ING� *AYASI΃HADEVA�� THE� SON� OF� 'ODEĺVARA��
THE� SISTERÁS� SON� �SVASRčYA	� OF� +ULAĺEKHARA�� THE� BROTHER� OF� +ING�-ãRTTã·͍A�� )��
#AMPAKAKERAͷA��THE�KING�BY�WHOM�THE�ARROGANT�0ã·͍YA�LORD�HAS�BEEN�DEFEATED�
IN�BATTLE�� )�HAVE� SET�UP�A�KETUSTAMBHA� �LAMP
POST��OR�ÏAG
POST��DHVAJA
STAMBHA��
since ketu�CAN�MEAN�BOTH�LAMP�ÏAME�TORCH�AND�ÏAG�BANNER	�IN�FRONT�OF�THE�/NE�
WHO�LIES�ON�THE�RA΅GA¿THE�$ESTROYER�OF�-URA�

 12.� /N� THIS� ÀMYTHICAL� INCIDENT� PLACED� ON� THE� TWILIGHT� OF� THE� REMOTE� AND� THE� RECENT� PASTSÁ��
SEE�6ELUTHAT�����������N������/N�POST
-ŊΣIKA�GENEALOGICAL�RECORDS��WHICH�GIVE�A�DIլERENT�
ACCOUNT�OF�THE�ORIGIN�OF�MATRILINY�IN�THE�À+ĮLATTIRIÁ�DYNASTY��I�E��AMONG�THE�ÀKINGS�OF�+OLAMÁ�
ACCORDING�TO�THE�NAME�OF�THEIR�CAPITAL�IN�THE�MV��CF��+ĮLATTUNãέU�AS�THE�-ŊΣIKA�COUNTRY	��SEE�
Unni 1980: 16–22.

 13.� (ERE�THE�ÎGURE�OF�+AR·A�CAN�ALSO�BE�UNDERSTOOD�AS�THE�ÀSUPREME�DONORÁ��BECAUSE�OF�THE�GIFT�OF�
HIS�BODY
ARMOUR��ACCORDING�TO�THE�FAMOUS�EPISODE�TOLD�IN�THE�-AHãBHãRATA	��AS�IS�SOMETIMES�
FOUND�TO�BE�THE�CASE�IN�INSCRIPTIONS��3EE�3HARMAÁS�PAPER�IN�THIS�VOLUME��AND�COMPARE�THE�
EXAMPLE��KINDLY�COMMUNICATED�TO�ME�BY�%MMANUEL�&RANCIS��OF�A�0ALLAVA�INSCRIPTION��+RISHNA�
3ASTRI����������¾����NO����	�WHERE�SOMEBODY�IS�COMPARED�TO�+AR·A�ÀBECAUSE�OF�HIS�GENEROS-
ITYÁ� �TYãGENA	��(OWEVER�� IN�ONE�OF�HIS� EULOGISTIC�VERSES� IN�PRAISE�OF�2AVIVARMAN��3AMUDRA

BANDHA�SAYS��À/�9ãDAVA��YADŊDVAHA	Ñ�3EEING�YOU�WHO�ARE�A�CONSTANT�GIVER��AĺRãNTADãYINAM	��
WISE�PEOPLE�CONSIDER�+AR·A�TO�BE�A�MISER��kadaryam	Á��!LA΃KãRASARVASVAVYãKHYã�P�������SEE�
#��.ARAYANAN����������	¿WHICH�APPEARS�TO�MEAN�THAT�AS�A�DONOR�2AVIVARMAN�IS� FAR�BETTER�
THAN�+AR·A�
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3O� THIS� #AMPAKAKERAͷA�� BY� SPECIFYING� HIS� MATRILINEAL� GENEALOGY��� presents 
HIMSELF�AS�THE� ÀDAUGHTERÁS�SONÁ�OF� *AYASI΃HA��THE�HUSBAND�OF�5MãDEVč	�AND�
THE�ÀSISTERÁS�SONÁ�OF��2AVIVARMAN	�+ULAĺEKHARA��AND�HE�ALSO�GIVES�THE�NAME�OF�
HIS��ELDER�	�BROTHER��4HIS�-ãRTTã·͍A�MUST�BE�6čRA
5DAYA
-ãRTTã·͍AVARMAN�
TIRUVAέIYãR�OF� THE�+ERALAPURAM�INSCRIPTION� �NEAR�+OLLAM	�OF�kollam ERA�������
1316–17 ce��THAT�IS��HIS��TH�REGNAL�YEAR��3UBRAHMANYA�!IYAR���������¾����NO��
����CF��3ETHURAMAN����������	��WHICH�WOULD�CONÎRM�THAT��AFTER�HAVING�BEEN�
HEIR
APPARENT� �YUVARãJA	�� 5DAYA
-ãRTTã·͍AVARMAN� SUCCEEDED� HIS� maternal 

uncle Ravivarman.15

� 4HE�GENEALOGY�WHICH�CAN�BE�INFERRED�FROM�#AMPAKAKERAͷAÁS�STATEMENT�IS�
PRESENTED�IN�&IGURE���

&IGURE����'ENEALOGY�AS�INFERRED�FROM�THE�ĹRčRA΅GAM�INSCRIPTION�

)T� IS� EVEN�POSSIBLE� TO� COMPLETE� THE�PICTURE�OF�2AVIVARMANÁS� FAMILY�16� )N� THE�
,čLãTILAKA΃��IN�QUOTATIONS�WHICH�LOOK�LIKE�THEY�WERE�EXTRACTED�FROM�A�LOST�POEM��
in MA·IPRAVãͷAM�� IN�PRAISE�OF�2AVIVARMAN��SEE�N����ABOVE	�� THE�REIGNING�KING�
IN�+OͷAMBAM�AT�THE�TIME�������ce	�OF�2AVIVARMANÁS�BIRTH��YADU
ĺIĺĮR� JANMA
��
,čLãTILAKA΃������	�IS�GIVEN�AS�THE�POWERFUL�+ING�+ĮTA
-ãRTTã·͍A�VARMAN	��WHO�
SUMPTUOUSLY�CELEBRATED�THE�BIRTH�OF�HIS�NEPHEW��AS�UNDERSTOOD�BY�6ELU�0ILLAI�
����������CF��)BRAHIM�+UNJU��������	��THAT�IS��THE�SON�OF�HIS�SISTER��HERSELF�IDENTI-

� ���� !S� SEEMS� TO�HAVE�BEEN�DONE� ABOUT� A� CENTURY� EARLIER�� IN� THE�4AMIL� LANGUAGE��WHEN� THE�
6õ·ãέU� PRINCE� �TIRUVAέI	� PRESENTED� HIMSELF� AS� THE� SON (PIͷͷAIYãR	� ÀOF�BY� THE� QUEEN�5Mã�
OF�6čRA
2ãMAΉÁ��ĺRč
VčRA
RãMAΉ
UMAIYAMMAI
Y
ãΉA�
ãYA���
IΉ�	¿THAT�IS��AS�THE�SON�OF�THE�
SISTER�OF�+ING�6čRA
2ãMA
+ERAͷAVARMAN��3UBRAHMANYA�!IYAR���������¾����NO������THE�SAME�
NOTEWORTHY� NAMES� AND� FORMULAE� ARE� USED� IN ANOTHER� RECORD�� 2AMANATHA� !YYAR� ������
��¾����NO����	�

 15.� 4HIS�5DAYA
-ãRTTã·͍AVARMAN�IS�THEREFORE�NEITHER�THE�ÀSONÁ��+RISHNASWAMI�!IYANGAR�������
���	�NOR�THE� ÀCOUSINÁ� �6ENKATARAMANAYYA������������"UYERS�AND�-C-EEKIN�����¾����	�OF�
2AVIVARMAN��/N�THE�BASIS�OF�THE�NAME�âDITYAVARMAN�FOR�THE�RULING�KING�AT�THE�TIME�OF�2AVI-
VARMAN��HIMSELF�OMITTED	�AS�GIVEN�BY�3HUNGOONNY�-ENON������������CF��ALSO�.AGAM�!IYA�
���������¾�������	��A�ÀBROTHERÁ�OF�2AVIVARMAN�AND�SUCCESSOR�TO�5DAYA
-ãRTTã·͍AVARMAN��OF�
WHOM��LOGICALLY��HE�SHOULD�HAVE�BEEN�THE�YOUNGER�BROTHER	�WITH�THE�NAME�âdityavarman 
WAS� POSTULATED� BY�6ELU� 0ILLAI� ������� ����� ���¾���� CF�� 2AJA� ������ ����WHERE�� THOUGH� THEIR�
PRECISE�KINSHIP�IS�NOT�SPECIÎED��BOTH�5DAYA
-ãRTTã·͍AVARMAN�AND�âdityavarman seem to 
BE�CONSIDERED�TO�BE�2AVIVARMANÁS�BROTHERS	�

 16.� 4HERE�IS�NO�SUPPORT�FOR�THE�STATEMENT�OF�+RISHNA�!YYAR����������¾��	�THAT�2AVIVARMAN�WOULD�
HAVE�HAD�TWO�DAUGHTERS��AND�THAT�HE�RELIGIOUSLY�DEDICATED�ÀONE�TO�THE�,ORD�OF�+ANCHIPURAM�
AND�THE�OTHER�TO�THE�,ORD�OF�3RIRANGAMÁ�
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ÎABLE�WITH�5MãDEVč��!�#HINESE�HISTORICAL�SOURCE�ADDS�THAT�IN�THE�YEAR������ce��
THE�KING�OF�+OLLAM�HAD�A�YOUNGER�BROTHER�17

� 4HERE�IS�ALSO�A�TRADITION18�THAT�ASCRIBES�TO�THE�BEGINNING�OF�THE�FOURTEENTH�
century (kollam ERA�����������¾�����ce�� I�E��DURING� THE�REIGN�OF�2AVIVARMAN	�
THE� ÎRST� ADOPTION� INTO� THE�6õ·ãέU� ROYAL� FAMILY� OF� TWO� PRINCESSES� FROM� THE�
+ĮLA�TTIRI	� ROYAL� FAMILY� �KĮLA
SVARŊPAM�� ON� +ĮLATTUNãέU�-ŊΣIKA� COUNTRY�� SEE�
N�� ��� ABOVE	��4HE� ADOPTION�MUST�HAVE�BEEN�ARRANGED�BECAUSE�2AVIVARMANÁS�
SISTER�HAD�NO�DAUGHTER�AND��CONSEQUENTLY��THERE�WERE�NO�REMAINING�ÀPRINCES�IN�
THE�FEMALE�LINEÁ��-ALAYALAM�PE·VAͻITTAMPURãKKANMãR��CF��2AJA����������¾��	�AFTER�
2AVIVARMANÁS�TWO�NEPHEWS�-ãRTTã·͍AVARMAN�AND�HIS�BROTHER�#AMPAKAKERAͷA�
�ACCORDING�TO�THE�RULES�OF�MALE�PRIMOGENITURE��CF��N�����BELOW	�
� )T�IS�UNDER�THE�REIGN�OF�THE�LATTER�6õ·ãέU�+ŊPAKA�KING�THAT�THE�$OMINICAN�
&RIAR�*ORDANUS�#ATALA�OF�3EVERAC��WHO�CAME�TO�+ERALA�IN������ce and in 1329 
WAS�MADE�BISHOP�OF�+OLLAM¿À#OLUMBUMÁ�� �� 3ANSKRIT�+OͷAMBAM¿WHERE�HE�
STAYED�FOR�SEVERAL�YEARS	�SAYS��IN�HIS�-IRABILIA�$ESCRIPTA��ABOUT�����	�

)N�THIS�)NDIA�IT�IS�NEVER�THE�LEGITIMATE�SONS�OF�GREAT�KINGS�OR�PRINCES�OR�BARONS�WHO�
INHERIT�THEIR�FATHERSÁ�PROPERTY��BUT�ONLY�THEIR�SISTERSÁ�SONS��&OR�THEY�SAY�THAT�THEY�
ARE�NOT�SURE� THAT� THE� FORMER�ARE� THEIR� SONS��BECAUSE� THEIR�WIVES�AND�MISTRESSES�
COULD�HAVE�CONCEIVED�OR�GIVEN�BIRTH�BY�ANOTHER�MAN��WHEREAS�IT�IS�NOT�SO�IN�THE�
CASE�OF�THEIR�SISTER��BECAUSE�WHICHEVER�MANÁS�SON�IT�IS��THEY�ARE�SURE�THAT�HE�CAME�
FROM�THE�WOMB�OF�THEIR�SISTER�AND�THEREFORE�IS�TRULY�OF�THEIR�OWN�BLOOD�19

 17.� 4HE�Yuanshi or (ISTORY�OF�THE�9UAN�$YNASTY��A�#HINESE�HISTORICAL�COMPILATION�DEALING�WITH�THE�
-ONGOL�EMBASSIES�SENT�TO�THE�KINGDOM�OF�+OLLAM��AND�THE�RECIPROCAL�SENDING�OF�EMBASSIES�
BY�THE�KING�OF�+OLLAM�TO�THE�-ONGOL�COURT�IN�#HINA	��REFERS�FOR�THE�YEAR������TO�A�"INADI����
6õ·ãέU	�KING�AND�HIS�YOUNGER�BROTHER�+ENAQUEBULAMU�����	��FOR�THE�YEAR������TO�THE�"INADI�
KING�ONLY��AND�FOR�THE�YEAR������TO�A�KING�CALLED�7ANI��0AUTHIER�����������������2OCKHILL�������
��������������N�����.ILAKANTHA�3ASTRI����������¾����3EN����������¾���	��4HE�NAME�À7ANIÁ�CAN�BE�
INTERPRETED�AS�THE�NAKΣATRA�"HARA·č��ACCORDING�TO�THE�CUSTOM�IN�THE�4RAVANCORE�DYNASTY�TO�
GIVE�THE�RULER¿AS�HIS�PERSONAL�NAME��IN�ADDITION�TO�ANOTHER�PERSONAL�ROYAL�NAME�ENDING�IN�

VARMAN—a NAKΣATRA�NAME��SUCH�AS�"HARA·I��3VãTI��+ΛTTIKA��ETC���FOLLOWED�BY�4IRUNãͷ��MEANING�
THE�STAR�UNDER�WHICH�THE�KING�IS�BORN	��OR�AS�REPRESENTING�THE�WORD�Οã·I��I�E���5MãDEVč�AS	�
THE�ÀREGENT
QUEENÁ��CF��5MãDEVč�AS�THE�À1UEEN�-OTHERÁ�ACCORDING�TO�)BRAHIM�+UNJU��������	��
À7ANIÁ�IS�ALSO�USED�IN�THE�Yuanshi�TO�NAME�THE�RULER�OF�+OLLAM�IN�THE�YEAR�������-ARCO�0OLO�
NOTES�NOTHING�PECULIAR�ABOUT�THE�KING�OF�+OLLAM�FOR�THE�YEARS�����¾���EXCEPT�HIS�POLITICAL�
INDEPENDENCE��0AUTHIER����������	�

 18.� )�HAVE�NOT�IDENTIÎED�THE�PRECISE�SOURCE��IF�THERE�IS�ONE��UNDERLYING�THIS�TRADITION�REPORTED�
BY�-ATEER����������	�AND�3HUNGOONNY�-ENON����������	��CF��.AGAM�!IYA������������0ADMA-
NABHA�-ENON���������������WITH�AN�ADDITIONAL�ANECDOTE��ON�WHICH�SEE�ALSO�6ELU�0ILLAI�������
���¾����2AJA����������¾��	��3REEDHARA�-ENON������������3REEDHARA�-ENON������������"AYI�
����������"AYI�����������&OR�FURTHER�SUCH�ADOPTIONS�OF�+ĮLA
SVARŊPAM�PRINCESSES�IN�THE�4RA-
VANCORE�ROYAL�FAMILY��SEE�+RISHNA�!YYAR������������LIST	��)BRAHIM�+UNJU����������¾����RULES	��
4ARABOUT�����������AND�THE�DETAILED�ACCOUNT�BY�2AJA������	�

 19. )N�ISTA�9NDIA��NUMQUAM�ÎLII�LEGITTIMI�MAGNORUM�REGUM�SEU�PRINCIPUM�AUT�BARONUM�HEREDITANT�IN�
BONIS�PATRUM�SUORUM��SED�SOLUM�ÎLII�SORORUM��.AM�DICUNT�QUOD�NON�SUNT�CERTI�SI�ILLI�SUNT�EORUM�ÎLII��
QUOD�EORUM�UXORES� ET�DOMINE�POSSENT�DE�ALIO� CONCEPISSE�VEL�GENERASSE� SED�NON� SIC�DE� SORORE��QUIA�
CUJUSCUMQUE�HOMINIS�SIT��CERTI�SUNT�QUOD�DE�VENTRE�SORORIS�SUE�EXIVIT�ET�SIC�PER�CONSEQUENS�VERE�EST�
de eorum sanguine (-IRABILIA�$ESCRIPTA��SECTION�����'ADRAT���������������¾�������¾��	��/N�THIS�



 Vielle�� 2!6)6!2-!.�+5,!Ĺ%+(!2!�4(%�9â$!6!� ���

© Equinox Publishing Ltd 2012.

!�FEW�YEARS�LATER��THE�!RAB�TRAVELLER�)BN�"ATTUTA��WHEN�STAYING�IN�À-ALABARÁ��IN�
THE�YEARS�����¾���AND������ce	��WOULD�ALSO�NOTE��AS�PECULIAR�TO�THE�COUNTRY��THE�
SAME�GENERAL�CUSTOM�OF�THE�TRANSMISSION�OF�KINGSHIP�TO�THE�SON�OF�THE�KINGÁS�
SISTER��9�RASIMOS����������	�
� !LL�OF�THIS�CLEARLY�TESTIÎES�TO�THE�PREVALENCE�OF�THE�MATRILINEAL�SYSTEM�OF�
INHERITANCE�IN�THE�+OLLAM�+ŊPAKA�KINGDOM�OF�THE�THIRTEENTH�TO�FOURTEENTH�
CENTURIES�� AS� IT� IS� FOUND� IN� THE�4RAVANCORE� ROYAL� FAMILY�UNTIL� THE� TWENTIETH�
CENTURY��AND�CONÎRMS�THAT�THIS�SYSTEM��KNOWN�AS�THE�MARUMAKKATTãYA΃ sys-
TEM� �ÀINHERITANCE�OF�THROUGH� THE�NEPHEWSÁ��-ALAYALAM�MARU
MAKAN�� PLURAL�
-MAKKAͷ� ÀSISTERÁS� SON�S	Á��PLUS� TãYA΃� ��3ANSKRIT�DãYAM� ÀINHERITANCEÁ	��WAS��AT�
THAT�TIME��IN�USE�ACROSS�THE�+ERALA�COUNTRY�AMONG�NON
BRAHMINS20¿THAT�IS��AT�
LEAST��FROM�HIGH�KINGS��WHETHER�KΣATRIYA�OR�NOT��TO�COMMON�.AYAR�GENTLEMEN�21 

4HIS� IS�EXPLICITLY�STATED� IN�A�THIRTEENTH
CENTURY�-ALAYALAM�COMMENTARY�ON�
THE�!RTHAĺãSTRA��������	��AND�IN�THE�FOURTEENTH
CENTURY�,AGHUDHARMAPRAKãĺIKã 
ALSO�KNOWN�AS�Ĺã΅KARASMΛTI��,ALITHA�+UMARI���������������¾��	�

ÉAS�FAR�AS�2ãMAKΣETRA�;OR�"HãRGAVA
KΣETRA��VIZ��+ERALA�IN�A�BRAHMIN�PERSPECTIVE=�
IS�CONCERNED��WHERE�THE�NEPHEWS�INHERIT�THE�PROPERTY�;BHãGINEYã�HI�DãYINAͥ=��4HIS�
�INHERITANCE	�IS�AMONG�NON
"RAHMINSÉ

(Ĺã΅KARASMΛTI�����C¾��A	

� (OWEVER��IF�WE�ASSUME�THAT�2AVIVARMAN�BECAME�KING�WITHIN�A�FAMILY�PRAC-
TISING�THE�MATRILINEAL�SYSTEM�OF�SUCCESSION��WE�STILL�HAVE�TO�EXPLAIN�HOW�HE�
COULD�POSSESS�BOTH�A�9ãDAVč�MOTHER�AND�A�9ãDAVA�FATHER��-Y�HYPOTHESIS�IN�THIS�
MATTER�IS�THAT�5MãDEVč�WAS�THE�SISTER�OF�THE�PREVIOUS�+ŊPAKA�KING��AND�THAT�
HER�ÀROYAL�CONSORTÁ��)BRAHIM�+UNJU��������	�*AYASI΃HA��WHO�IS�NEVER�DESCRIBED�
AS�THE�+ŊPAKA�KING�AND�HAS�LEFT�NO�INSCRIPTIONS�OF�HIS�OWN��AS�UNDERLINED�BY�
6ELU�0ILLAI���������¾��	�WAS�A�foreign �BUT�NONETHELESS�+ERALITE	 HUSBAND��AND��
MORE�SPECIÎCALLY��A��SOMAVA΃ĺA	�9ãDAVA�RãJAN��OF�THE�(EHAYA�LINE	�ORIGINATING�

ACCOUNT�� SEE� ALSO�0ADMANABHA�-ENON������� ����� 3REEDHARA�-ENON� ������ ����� 3REEDHARA�
Menon 2007: 137.

 20.� 7ITH�THE�NOTEWORTHY�EXCEPTION�OF�THE�0AYYANNŊR�.AMPŊTIRIS��.ãRãYANAN�.AMBŊDIRI�������
���¾��	�

 21.� 3UCCESSION�TO�KINGSHIP�IN�THE�ROYAL�JOINT�FAMILIES�OF�+ERALA��KNOWN�AS�SVARŊPAMs) operated 
IN�THE�SAME�MANNER��AS�DID�SUCCESSION�TO�THE�OխCE�OF�KãRA·AVAN� �THE�NAME�OF�THE�ELDEST�
MALE�MEMBER��HEAD�OF�THE�TAΟAVãέŌ�OR�ÀHOUSEÁ��I�E��THE�MATRILINEAL�JOINT�FAMILY	�AMONG�THE�
COMMON� .AYARS¿THAT� IS�� THROUGH� THE� SENIOR� SURVIVING� MALE� �4RAUTMANN� ������ ���¾����
4ARABOUT� ������ ��¾���� ���¾���	�� /N� THE� ROLE� OF� ÀSENIORITYÁ� �MŊPPŌ	� IN� THE� SVARŊPAMS�� SEE�
2AJU� ������ 'ANESH� ������ ���¾����� ���¾���� 'ANESH� IN� #HERIAN� ������ ���¾���� 'ANESH� ������
���¾���� 2AGHAVA�6ARIER� ������ ���¾���� *OHN� ������ ��¾����6ELUTHAT� ������ ����� 4HE� RULE� FOR�
SUCCESSION�BY�MALE�PRIMOGENITURE� IN� THE�4RAVANCORE�ROYAL� FAMILY�WAS�AS� FOLLOWS�� À���4HE�
SURVIVING�YOUNGER�BROTHERS�OF�THE�-AHARAJA��ACCORDING�TO�AGE��AND�BY�THE�SAME�MOTHER�����
4HE�SONS�OF�THE�SISTERS�OF�THE�-AHARAJA��ACCORDING�TO�AGE��4HE�SONS�OF�ELDER�SISTERS�SUCCEEDED�
BEFORE�THOSE�OF�THE�YOUNGER�SISTERS�����4HE�SONS�OF�THE�ELDEST�MATERNAL�AUNT�OF�THE�-AHARAJA��
ACCORDING�TO�AGE�����4HE�SONS�OF�THE�DAUGHTERS�OF�THE�ELDEST�MATERNAL�AUNT�OF�THE�-AHARAJA��
ACCORDING�TO�AGE��4HE�SONS�OF�ELDER�DAUGHTERS�SUCCEEDED�BEFORE�THOSE�OF�THE�YOUNGER�SISTERSÁ�
�"UYERS�AND�-C-EEKIN�����¾����	�
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FROM�THE�-ŊΣIKA�COUNTRY��4HIS�WOULD�HAVE�CONSTITUTED�A�POLITICAL�INNOVATION�
AS�COMPARED�TO�PREVIOUS�MARRIAGES�OF�6õ·ãέU�KING
SISTERS�WITH��SŊRYAVA΃ĺA) 
KΣATRIYA�HUSBANDS��OF�HIGHER�STATUS	�FROM�CENTRAL�+ERALA��&OR�THERE�IS�A�TRADI-
TIONAL�VIEW�THAT�THE�LAST�#õRAMãN�0ERUMãͷ�OF�-AHODAYAPURAM��2ãMAVARMAN�
+ULAĺEKHARA� �REIGNED� ����¾����� ce	�22� SHIFTED� HIS� CAPITAL� TO� +OLLAM� AND�
ÀFOUNDEDÁ� THE� 4RAVANCORE� LINE� OF� RULERS23� THROUGH�HIS�MARITAL� UNION�WITH� A�
6õ·ãέU�9ãDAVč�QUEEN� WHEREAS�THE�#OCHIN�RULERS�WERE�THE�DESCENDANTS�OF�HIS�
SISTER��WHO�MARRIED�A�.AMPŊTIRI�BRAHMIN	�

7ITH� THE� FALL� OF� THE�+ULAĺEKHARA� %MPIRE� THE� SON�OF�2ãMAVARMAN�+ULAĺEKHARA�
;BY�THE�6õ·ãέU�9ãDAVč�QUEEN=� INHERITED� ;IN�+OLLAM=�THE�POLITICAL�POWER�OF� THE�
+ULAĺEKHARAS�;AND�THEIR�IMPERIAL�TITLE�OF�À+ULAĺEKHARA�0ERUMãͷÁ=�AND�HIS�NEPHEW�
;THAT�IS��THE�SON�OF�HIS�SISTER�BY�A�.AMPŊTIRI�BRAHMIN=�;INHERITED=�THEIR�RELIGIOUS�
AUTHORITY�;WITH�THE�HEREDITARY�TITLE�OF�+ĮYIL�!DHIKãRIKAͷ��IN�-AHODAYAPURAM�AND��
AFTER������ce��IN�#OCHIN=���

�3REEDHARA�-ENON�����������������������CF��3REEDHARA�-ENON������������������
���¾����6ELUTHAT�IN�#HERIAN���������	

 22.� 3EE�N�����ABOVE�FOR�-��'��3��.ARAYANAN�AND�6ELUTHATÁS�DATING�OF�THE�END�OF�THE�REIGN�OF�THE�
ÀLASTÁ�#ERA�OVERLORD��SEE�ALSO��HOWEVER��N�����BELOW	��WHICH�ÎTS�PERFECTLY�WITH�THE� ÀIMME-
MORIAL�TRADITIONÁ�GIVING�THE�DATE�OF�kollam�ERA�������������ce	�FOR�THE�ÎRST�MARITAL�ALLIANCES�
OF� PRINCES� CALLED�+ĮYIL� !DHIKãRIKAͷ� �)� SUPPOSE� FROM� CENTRAL� +ERALA	¿OR�� LATER� ON�� +ĮYIL�
4AMPURãN� �THEMSELVES� FROM� NORTHERN� +ERALA�� BUT� INSTALLED� WITH� THEIR� FAMILY� HOUSES� IN�
4RAVANCORE	¿WITH� 6õ·ãέU� ROYAL� LADIES� �AS� REPORTED� BY� 4HURSTON� AND� 2ANGACHARI� ������
�����FROM�THE�Travancore Census Report�����	��!CCORDING�TO�2AJA�����������¾����ON�THE�BASIS�
OF�THE�ANECDOTE�ÎRST�TOLD�BY�0ADMANABHA�-ENON�����������AND�INTERPRETED�BY�6ELU�0ILLAI�
���������¾��	��THE�ÎRST�SETTLEMENT�� IN�THE�4RAVANCORE�SUB
TERRITORY�OF�+IͷIMãNŊR��OF�+ĮYIL�
4AMPURãNS�FROM�THE�NORTH�+ERALAN�0ARAPPŊR�SVARŊPAM��WAS�MADE�IN�ORDER�TO�CONTINUE�THEIR�
TRADITIONAL�MARRIAGES�WITH�THE�NORTH�+ERALAN�+ĮLA
SVARŊPAM�PRINCESSES�INSTALLED�IN�THE�4RA-
VANCORE�SUB
TERRITORY�OF�âίίI΅΅GAL��AND�IS�THEREFORE�CONTEMPORARY�WITH�THE�ÎRST�ADOPTION�
OF�THE�LATTER�INTO�THE�6õ·ãέU�ROYAL�FAMILY��SEE�N�����ABOVE	�

 23.� À4HE�NATIVE�ACCOUNTS�GO�ON� TO� STATE� THAT�#HERAMãN�0ERUMãL�BESTOWED�ON�HIS� SON��6EERA�
+ERALA�� THE� SOUTHERNMOST� PART� OF� HIS� EMPIRE�� LYING� BETWEEN� 1UILON� AND� #APE� #OMORIN��
4HIS�TERRITORY�DESCENDED�FROM�2AJAH�6EERA�+ERALA�BY�NEPHEWS��ACCORDING�TO�THE�CUSTOM�OF�
-ALABARÁ��-ATEER���������¾��	�

� ���� 4HE� PURELY� SACRED�RITUAL� KINGSHIP� IMPLIED� BY� THE� +ĮYIL� !DHIKãRIKAͷ� FUNCTION� ATTACHED� TO�
THE�SENIOR�POSITION��MŊPPŌ
STHãNAM��CF��N�����ABOVE	 MAY�EXPLAIN�WHY�THE�POLITICAL�RULING�
KINGSHIP�IN�#OCHIN�WAS�ATTACHED�TO�THE�SECOND�MOST�SENIOR�MEMBER�OF�THE�SVARŊPAM��)BRAHIM�
+UNJU�����������4ARABOUT����������	��GIVING�THE� IMPRESSION�THAT� THE�SENIOR�MEMBER�WAS�
ÀABDICATING�THE�THRONEÁ��3REEDHARA�-ENON����������	�AND�WAS�LIKE�AN�ASCETIC�RENOUNCING�
WORLDLY�AլAIRS��.EVERTHELESS�� IN�THE�YEAR������ce� �ACCORDING�TO�THE�DATING�OF�+UNJAN�0ILLAI�
���������¾����CF��6ELUTHAT����������������AND�N�	��A�COPPER
PLATE�GRANT�ISSUED�FOR�A�MERCHANT�
OF�-AHODAYAPURAM� BY� THE� LOCAL� KING� 6čRA
2ãGHAVA� #AKRAVARTIN� �6ENKAYYA� ����¾��	� STILL�
PRESENTS�THE�LATTER�AS�A�#õRAMãN��BELONGING�TO�A�ROYAL�LINE�WHICH�GOES�BACK�TO�THE�ÀEMPERORÁ�
6čRA
+ERAͷA�#AKRAVARTIN��)N�A�SIMILAR�FASHION��THE�RULERS�OF�-AHODAYAPURAM�ARE�STILL�TERMED�
KERAͷA
CAKRAVARTINS�IN�THE�REGIONAL�3ANSKRIT�AND�EARLY�-ALAYALAM�LITERATURE�OF�THE�THIRTEENTH�
TO�FOURTEENTH�CENTURIES��"OTH�OF�THESE�EXAMPLES�INDICATE�THE�CONTINUITY�OF�THE�CLAIM�OF�SUCH�
KINGS�TO��IF�NOT�THEIR�EլECTIVE�PRESERVATION�OF	�NOMINAL�OVERLORDSHIP�AND�SUPERIORITY�OF�STATUS�
VIS
�
VIS�THE�OTHER�+ERALA�KINGS��+UNJUNNI�2AJA����������¾�������¾�����3REEDHARA�-ENON�������
���¾����)BRAHIM�+UNJU�������XII¾XIII����¾����6ELUTHAT�IN�#HERIAN�����������6ELUTHAT����������	�
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4HE�FACT�IS�THAT�IN�THE�KINSHIP�SYSTEM�KNOWN�IN�MORE�RECENT�TIMES��THE�STATUS�
OF�THE�#OCHIN�ROYAL�FAMILY�WAS�CONSIDERED�TO�BE�HIGHER�THAN�THAT�OF�4RAVAN-
CORE��THE�GIRLS�OF�THIS�FAMILY�HAD�tali
MARRIAGE�ONLY�WITH�.AMPŊTIRI�BRAHMIN�
BOYS��WHILE� THE�GIRLS�OF� THE�4RAVANCORE� ROYAL� FAMILY�HAD� tali
MARRIAGE�WITH�
KΣATRIYAs OF� HIGHER� RANK� KNOWN� AS� +ĮYIL� 4AMPURãN� KΣATRIYAS� �CF�� THE� SOCIO

ANTHROPOLOGICAL�STUDY�OF�THESE�HYPERGAMOUS�UNIONS�BY�'OUGH����������¾����
ALSO�&ULLER����������¾����4RAUTMANN����������¾����4ARABOUT���������¾��	�
� !�TENTATIVE�GENEALOGICAL�SCHEME�OF�THE�LINE�OF�ROYAL�SUCCESSION�AT�THE�ORIGIN�
OF�THE�4RAVANCORE�DYNASTY�WOULD�THEREFORE�BE�AS�SHOWN�IN�&IGURE���

&IGURE����4HE�4RAVANCORE�ROYAL�SUCCESSION��+���KING	�

2!6)6!2-!.�!3�!�3/,!2�9â$!6!

(IS� DOUBLE�9ãDAVA�PARENTAGE�WOULD� EXPLAIN�HOW�2AVIVARMAN�� APPARENTLY�
WITHOUT�MUCH�DIխCULTY��WAS�ABLE�TO�PRETEND�TO�ASSUME��AT����YEARS�OF�AGE��SOV-
EREIGNTY�OVER�THE�WHOLE�+ERALA�COUNTRY��OF�WHICH�THE�ONLY�TWO�EլECTIVE�POLIT-
ICAL�POWERS�AT�THE�END�OF�THE�THIRTEENTH�CENTURY��ACCORDING�TO�FOREIGN�SOURCES��
WERE�6õ·ãέU�AND�+ĮLATTUNãέU��THE�INDEPENDENT�KINGDOMS�OF�#OILUM�AND�%LY�
IN�-ARCO�0OLOÁS�REPORT��0AUTHIER����������¾��	��(E�WAS�A�9ãDAVA�THROUGH�HIS�
+ŊPAKA�MOTHER��OF�THE�6ΛΣ·I�kula	��AND�AT�THE�SAME�TIME�HE�WAS�A�9ãDAVA�LIKE�
HIS�-ŊΣIKA� FATHER� �OF� THE�(EHAYA�kula	�� )T� IS� TO�BE�NOTED� THAT�� ACCORDING� TO�
THE�MATRILINEAL�SYSTEM�OF�INHERITANCE��AFTER�THE�ÎRST�ADOPTION�OF�-ŊΣIKA�PRIN-
CESSES�INTO�THE�FAMILY�THE�9ãDAVA�DYNASTY�OF�6õ·ãέU�SHIFTED�FROM�ITS�ORIGINAL�
6ΛΣ·I�kula�TO�THE�(EHAYA�kula.
� #OMMON�SYMBOLIC�ATTRIBUTES�ALSO�CLOSELY�ASSOCIATED�NORTHERN�AND�SOUTHERN�
9ãDAVAS��2AVIVARMAN�HAS�A�6AIΣ·AVA�'ARU͍A�BANNER��DHVAJA	��WHICH�WAS�ALSO�
THE�ÏAG
SIGN�OF� THE�-ŊΣIKA�KINGS� �MV 15.25: DEVO�MUKUNDA� IVA�PANNAGAVAIRI

LAKΣMã��CF��5NNI����������	��HIS�PERSONAL�DEITY��6IΣ·U�0ADMANãBHA��HAD�HIS�
ABODE� �LYING�ON�ĹEΣA	�BOTH� IN� THE�SOUTHERN�AND� IN� THE�NORTHERN�!NANTA-
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PURAM�SHRINES�25� AND�� ABOVE�ALL�� ONLY� �LATER	�4RAVANCORE� AND�+ĮLATTIRI� KINGS�
WERE�RECORDED�AS�PERFORMERS�OF�THE�UNIQUE�ROYAL�RITUAL�CALLED�THE�BHADRADčPA� 
WHICH�INVOLVES�SOLAR�ASPECTS�OF�THE�GOD�6IΣ·U�26�4HE�OLDEST�RECORDED�PERFORM-
ANCE�OF�THE�BHADRADčPA�IS�BY�2AVIVARMAN�HIMSELF�� IN�THE�2A΅GANãTHA�TEMPLE�
�ĹRčRA΅GAM	�� THE�MOST� FAMOUS� SOUTHERN� ABODE�OF�!NANTAĺAYANA�6IΣ·U�� AS�
ALREADY�HINTED�BY�6ELU�0ILLAI�����������	��)N�THE�THIRD�EULOGISTIC�VERSE�ADDED�TO�
2AVIVARMANÁS�PRAĺASTI�IN�THE�ĹRčRA΅GAM�INSCRIPTION��IT�IS�INDEED�DECLARED�BY�HIS�
COURT�POET�+AVIBHŊΣA·A�

BHŊPãLAIR�IͷAKãRTAVčRYASAGARAIR�YAͥ�PŊRVAM�ãSčT�KΛTAͥ
� PAĺCãT�PRAU͍HATAMOHARA΃�YADUPATIS�TA΃�BHADRADčPOTSAVAM�Ɲ
CAKRE�ĺAKRA�IVãĺRAYAͥ�SUMANASã΃�SA΃Rãέ�TRAYčDHARMAVID
� RA΅GE�ÁSMIN�RUCIRã΅KASA΃ĺRITARAMãROCIΣ·AVE�VIΣ·AVE�ƞ

4HE�FESTIVAL�OF�THE�AUSPICIOUS�LAMPS��WHICH�DISPERSES�THE�MOST�PROFOUND�DARKNESS��
AND�WHICH�IN�FORMER�DAYS�WAS�PERFORMED�BY�THE�KINGS�)ͷA��+ãRTAVčRYA�AND�3AGARA¿
THAT�;FESTIVAL=��AFTERWARDS��THE�9ADU�LORD��WHO�IS�THE�ASYLUM�OF�THE�WELL
DISPOSED�AS�
ĹAKRA��)NDRA	�IS�OF�THE�GODS��THE�UNIVERSAL�MONARCH�WHO�KNOWS�THE�dharma�OF�THE�

 25.� #F��N����ABOVE��4HE�NORTHERN�!NANTAPURAM�SHRINE��A�LAKE�TEMPLE�IN�THE�+ASAGAROD�DISTRICT�
�3ARKAR����������¾��	��IS�HISTORICALLY�LINKED�WITH�THE�SOUTHERN�!NANTAPURAM�SHRINE��BEING�
TRADITIONALLY�SEEN�AS�THE�LATTERÁS�ÀORIGINAL�SEATÁ��MŊLA
STHãNA��THE�LEGENDARY�ACCOUNT�IS�GIVEN�
IN�"AYI���������¾����"AYI���������¾��	��4HE�+ERALAN�POET�0ŊR·ASARASVATč��MOST�PROBABLY�OF�THE�
SAME�PERIOD�AS�2AVIVARMAN	��IN�HIS�(A΃SASA΃DEĺA��AFTER�HAVING�DESCRIBED�THE�!NANTAĺAYANA�
6IΣ·U�SHRINE�OF�ĹRčRA΅GAM��VV����¾��	�AND�THE�SOUTHERN�!NANTAPURAM�SHRINE��V����	��PRE-
FERS� TO�DESCRIBE� IN�NORTHERN�+ERALA� THE�6IΣ·U� �+ΛΣ·A	� SHRINE�OF� À2AKTADRUMAÁ� �V�� ��	�� I�E��
4ΛCCEMARAN�4RICCHAMBARAM��4ALIPARAMBA��+ANNUR�DISTRICT��3ARKAR���������¾�������¾��	��TO�
WHOSE�DEITY�THE�-ŊΣIKA�KINGS�PAID�HOMAGE��MV������¾����5NNI����������¾��	¿AND�HE�DOES�
SO�DESPITE�THE�FACT�THAT�THE�DEITY�THERE�DOES�NOT�LIE��OR�NO�LONGER�LIES��ACCORDING�TO�MV 13.63) 
ON�THE�SERPENT�BED��4HE�âDI
+EĺAVA
0ERUMãͷ�TEMPLE�IN�4IRUVATTAR��NEAR�0ADMANãBHAPURAM�
�IN�PRESENT
DAY�4AMIL�.ADU��3ARKAR�����������������"AYI���������¾��	��IN�SPITE�OF�ITS�OLD�NAME�
OF�ÀâDI
!NANTAPURAMÁ��AND�THE�FACT�THAT�THE�BHADRADčPA�RITUAL�WAS�PERFORMED�THERE�BEFORE�
THE�EIGHTEENTH�CENTURY��ACCORDING�TO�3HUNGOONNY�-ENON������������CF��NEXT�N�	��MUST�BE�
VIEWED�AS�SECONDARY�IN�REGARD�TO�THE�NORTHERN�SOUTHERN�SYMBOLIC�TOPOGRAPHICAL�VALUE�OF�
+ERALAÁS�TWO�GREAT�!NANTA
0ADMANãBHA�SHRINES�

 26.� /N�THE�BHADRADčPA�RITUAL�AND�ITS�REINSTATEMENT�IN�THE�0ADMANãBHA�TEMPLE�AS�A�REGULAR�ROYAL�
CEREMONY��PERFORMED�TWICE�PER�YEAR��AT�THE�SOLSTICE	�BY�THE�FOUNDER�OF�THE�MODERN�STATE�OF�
4RAVANCORE��+ING�-ãRTTã·͍AVARMAN��THE�SON�OF�AN�ADOPTED�+ĮLA
SVARŊPAM�PRINCESS��REIGNED�
����¾��	��SEE�3HUNGOONNY�-ENON����������¾����.AGAM�!IYA������������6ELU�0ILLAI������������
)BRAHIM�+UNJU� ������ ���¾����6ENKITASUBRAMONIA� )YER� ������ ��¾��� �COPIED� BY�5NNI� ������
���	��"AYI� ������ ���¾���� ���¾���� �����"AYI� ������ ���¾���� ���¾���� �����6IELLE� ������ ���¾����
3EE�2AJA�AND�"AYI���������
���FOR�AN�EXEGESIS�OF�THIS�YãGA�BY�.��2��0RADEEP�.AMBOODIRIPAD��
HEAD�OF�THE�.EέUMPIͷͷI�4ARA·ANALLŊR�-ANA��THE�.AMPŊTIRI�BRAHMIN�HOUSE�THAT�EXERCISED��
IN�HEREDITARY�FASHION��THE�HIGHEST�RITUAL�AUTHORITY�IN�THE�TEMPLE��6ENKITASUBRAMONIA�)YER�
���������;COPIED�BY�5NNI����������=��"AYI����������¾�������¾����"AYI����������¾�������¾���	��
/N�THE�OTHER�SIDE�OF�+ERALA��THE�BHADRADčPA�RITUAL�IS�PRESENTED�AS�HAVING�BEEN�PERFORMED�FOR�
AN�UNNAMED�+ĮLA�TTIRI	�KING�IN�THE�UNPUBLISHED�"HADRADčPADčPIKã� �FOURTEENTH�OR�ÎFTEENTH�
CENTURY�	��A�4ANTRIC�WORK WHICH�DESCRIBES�IT�AT�LENGTH��5NITHIRI������������5NNI����������¾����
AND�����ON�THE�UNPUBLISHED�"HADRADčPAKRIYã�PROBABLY�COMPOSED�BY�THE�SAME�AUTHOR��BOTH�
WORKS�REFERRING�TO�THE�SAME�GURU	�



 Vielle�� 2!6)6!2-!.�+5,!Ĺ%+(!2!�4(%�9â$!6!� ���

© Equinox Publishing Ltd 2012.

THREE�6EDAS��CELEBRATED��HERE�AT�2A΅GA��FOR�6IΣ·U�RESPLENDENT�WITH�2AMã��,AKΣMč	�
RESTING�ON�HIS�RADIANT�LAP�

�+IELHORN�����¾��B��V�����CF��6IELLE����������¾��	

� 4HUS�THE�SOLAR�NATURE��COMPATIBLE�WITH�A�LUNAR��9ãDAVA	�ANCESTRY��THAT�2AVI-
VARMAN�PRETENDS�TO�ASSUME�WITH�HIS�BIRUDA�ÀNãMãNTARA
KAR·AÁ��AS�THE�SUN�GODÁS�
SON�ÀUNDER�ANOTHER�NAMEÁ	�HAS�TO�BE�CONNECTED��ON�THE�ONE�HAND��WITH�THE�
IMPERIAL�#ERA�HERITAGE�THAT�THE�KING��AS��THE�REPUTED�DESCENDANT�OF�THE�LAST	�
À0ERUMãͷÁ�+ULAĺEKHARA
DEVA��CF��HIS�TITLE�IN�THE�4IRUVATI�INSCRIPTION��(ULTZSCH�
����¾����	�AND�SOVEREIGN�OF�ALL� THE�+ERALAS�� IS� SUPPOSED�TO� TAKE�OVER�� SINCE�
THE�#ERA�DYNASTY�OF�-AHODAYAPURAM�BELONGED�TO� THE�SOLAR� LINE�27� AND�ALSO��
ON�THE�OTHER�HAND��WITH�THE�SOLAR�POWER�OF�6IΣ·U�AS�HIS�KULADEVATã�28 entrust-
ING�HIM�WITH�THE�TEJAS�OF�A�6AIΣ·AVA�3UN �CF��+AVIBHŊΣA·A��RAVIĺ�CA�RAVIVARMã�CA�
DVãV� IMAU�TEJAͥSA΃NIDHč��V�����OF� THE�ĹRčRA΅GAM�PRAĺASTI��OR�3AMUDRABANDHA��
YADUNãTHA�TEJASã�BHãSVãN��!LA΃KãRASARVASVAVYãKHYã�P������CF��#��.ARAYANAN�������
123).

3!'!2!�4(%�3/.�/&�9â$!6Č�).�4(% 
*!)-).Č9!3!΂()4â�/&�4(%�"2!(-âΆ͌!�052âΆ!

4HE�REFERENCE��IN�THE�VERSE�OF�+AVIBHŊΣA·A�QUOTED�ABOVE��PP��376–77	��TO�THE�
THREE�MYTHIC�KINGS��)ͷA��+ãRTAVčRYA�AND�3AGARA	�WHO�ARE�SAID�TO�HAVE�PERFORMED�
THE�BHADRADčPA�PRIOR� TO�2AVIVARMAN�� IS�AN�OBVIOUS�ALLUSION�TO� �AND�THE�BEST�
terminus ante quem�FOR	�THE EPIC�WORK�ENTITLED�THE�*AIMINčYASA΃HITã (JaiSa) OF�

 27.� 4HE�KINGS�OF� THE� ÀSECONDÁ�#ERA�DYNASTY� �c. 800–1120 ce	��WITH�-AHODAYAPURAM� IN�CENTRAL�
+ERALA�AS�THEIR�CAPITAL��WERE��AT�LEAST�ACCORDING�TO�THEIR�NAMES��OF�THE�SOLAR�RACE��-��'��3��
.ARAYANAN�����������.ARAYANAN�IN�#HERIAN�����������6ELUTHAT��������������	��)N�THE�,AGHU

BHãSKARčYAVIVARA·A composed in 869 ce��THE�COURT�ASTRONOMER�ĹA΅KARANãRãYA·A��+UNJUNNI�
2AJA���������	�SAYS�ABOUT�HIS�ROYAL�PATRON�3THã·U�2AVI�+ULAĺEKHARA�THAT�HE�BELONGS�TO�THE�
ravikula�AND�THE�DčPTã΃ĺUVA΃ĺA��6ELUTHAT�����������WITH�N�����REFERRING�TO�-��'��3��.ARAY-
ANAN� ����� �� ����	�� -ŊΣIKAVA΃ĺA� ������ UNDERLINES� THE� (EHAYA¾2AGHU� OPPOSITION� WHEN�
DESCRIBING�A�CONÏICT�BETWEEN�THE�-ŊΣIKAS�AND�THE��CENTRAL	�+ERAͷAS��-OREOVER��IN�THE�PLAY�
4APATčSA΃VARA·A�BY�THE�ROYAL�DRAMATIST�+ULAĺEKHARA��NN����¾���ABOVE	��THE�CHOICE�OF�THE�sun 

GODÁS�DAUGHTER� �4APATč	�AS� THE�HEROINE�OF� THE� LOVE�STORY�AND��MORE�PRECISELY�� THE�DIVINELY�
CHOSEN�MOTHER�OF�THE�SON�INTENDED�TO�BECOME�THE�NEW�ÀEMPERORÁ��cakravartin	�IS�ALSO�HIGHLY�
SIGNIÎCANT�IN�LIGHT�OF�A�MATRILINEAL�SYSTEM�OF�SUCCESSION��4HE�LATER�+ERAͷAMãHãTMYA�EXPLAINS�
THAT�THE�KING� INSTALLED�BY�0ARAĺURãMA�AT�"ãLãPURč� �+OCHI	�DESCENDS�FROM�THE�SON�OF�,AVA�
�HIMSELF� A� SON�OF�2ãMA	¿THAT� IS�� FROM� THE� SOLAR�DYNASTY�OF�!YODHYã¿WHEREAS� THE�KINGS�
ENTHRONED�BY�THE�"HãRGAVA�AT�ĹRčVARDHANAPURč��4RIVANDRUM	�TO�RULE�SOUTHERN�+ERALA��AND�
AT�'OKAR·A�TO�RULE�NORTHERN�+ERALA��WERE�SOMA
KΣATRIYA�BROTHERS��WHICH��AFTER�THE�ADOPTIONS�
OF�kollam era ����REFERRED�TO�ABOVE��N������IS�MATRILINEALLY�RIGHT	�

 28.� #OMPARE�THE�SERIES�OF�4AMIL�INSCRIPTIONS�IN�THE�ĹRčRA΅GAM�SHRINE�WHICH�REFER�TO�THE�FOUN-
DATION� OF� A� BRAHMIN� SETTLEMENT� OR� VILLAGE� BEARING� THE� NAME� OF� THE� KING� �2AVIVARMA

CATURVEDIMA΅GALAM	��WITH� A� TEMPLE� ESPECIALLY� DEDICATED� TO� THE� �I�E�� 2AVIVARMANÁS	� GOD�
2AVI
.ãRãYA·A
0ERUMãͷ�� THE� À,ORD�.ãRãYA·A� �AS� THE	� 3UNÁ� �3RINIVASAN�� .ARASIMHASWAMY�
AND�2AMESH����������¾����NO����������¾����NO����������¾����NO�����	�
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THE�"RAHMã·͍A�0URã·A�29�WHERE� THE� SAME� THREE�KINGS�ARE� INTRODUCED�� IN� THE�
SAME�ORDER�� IN� RELATION� TO� THIS� RITUAL��WHICH� IS� ABLE� TO�PROVIDE�KINGS�WITH�
6IΣ·UÁS�SOLAR�POWER�30

� 4HE�BHADRADčPA�IS�THE�RECURRENT�ROYAL�RITUAL�THEME�WITHIN�THE�NARRATIVE�
STRUCTURE�OF�THE�JaiSa��SEE�!PPENDIX�)	��(OWEVER��IT�IS�THE�LONG�WAR�BETWEEN�THE�
�SOLAR	�+OSALA�AND�THE��LUNAR	�(EHAYA�KINGS�THAT��BEFORE�THE�CENTRAL�EPISODE�OF�
THE�VICTORY�OVER�THE�LATTER�BY�THE�GREAT�BRAHMIN
WARRIOR�2ãMA�*ãMADAGNYA��
FORMS� THE� MAIN� THREAD� OF� THE� STORY� ITSELF�� 4HE� NARRATIVE� FOCUSES� ON� THREE�
EPOCHS�IN�THEIR�ANTAGONISM��WHICH�IS�BOUND�UP�WITH�THEIR�RESPECTIVE�GENEALO-
GIES��SEE�THE�DETAILS�IN�!PPENDIX�))	��THE�BEGINNINGS��THE�TIME�OF�+ãRTAVčRYA��
AND��ÎNALLY��THE�TIME�OF�3AGARA��!S�FOR�THE�DECLARED�THREE�MAIN�CHARACTERS�OF�
THE�JaiSa��THEY�ARE��ON�THE�ONE�HAND��THE�"HãRGAVA�BRAHMIN�2ãMA�*ãMADAGNYA��
AND�ON�THE�OTHER��THE�UNIVERSAL�MONARCHS�+ãRTAVčRYA�AND�3AGARA��"UT�WHEREAS�
THE�(EHAYA�EMPEROR�+ãRTAVčRYA��ALTHOUGH�THE�MOST�POWERFUL�THERE�EVER�WAS��
COMES�TO�A�TRAGIC�END�DUE�TO�THE�SUPERIORITY�OF�THE�"HãRGAVA�BRAHMIN
WARRIOR��
3AGARA��AS�A�RIGHTFUL�KING��ÎNALLY�HAS�THE�CAPACITY�TO�PUT�AN�END�TO�THE�(EHAYA¾
+OSALA�CONÏICT��)N�THIS�RESPECT��ONE�CAN�SAY�THAT�3AGARA��FROM�THE�POINT�OF�VIEW�
OF�THE�SUPPOSED�BRAHMIN�AUTHOR�OF�THE�JaiSa	�WAS�THE�ÎGURE�OլERING�THE�MOST�
COMPELLING�MODEL�OF�KINGSHIP�TO�THE�JaiSaÁS�ROYAL�AND�BRAHMIN�AUDIENCE��WHO�
)�AM�INCLINED�TO�THINK�WERE�THE�ROYAL�COURT�OF�2AVIVARMAN�HIMSELF�
� 4HERE�APPEAR�TO�BE�SOME�À+ERALANÁ�PECULIARITIES�TO�THE�STORY�OF�3AGARA�IN�
THE�JaiSa��&OR�A�START��THE�EMPHASIS�ON�THE�CHARACTER�OF�3AGARAÁS�MOTHER��WHO��
LIKE�2AVIVARMANÁS�MOTHER��IS�A�9ãDAVč��AND�ALSO�AN�ORIGINAL�SUB
STORY�INVOLVING�
'ARU͍A��6IΣ·UÁS�VEHICLE��AS�THE�BROTHER�OF�3AGARAÁS�BRAHMIN��AND�ÎRST	�WIFE��4O�
MAKE�THESE�À+ERALANÁ�FEATURES�CLEAR��HERE�IS�AN�ABSTRACT�OF�THE�BEGINNING�OF�THE�
STORY�OF�3AGARA�AS�TOLD�IN�THE�JaiSa (ADHYãYAs 16–21):

����'ENEALOGY�OF�THE�+OSALAS�FROM�4RIDHANVAN�TO�3UBãHU��HIS�PREGNANT�WIFE�9ãDAVč�
IS�POISONED�BY�A�CO
WIFE��WITH�THE�RESULT�THAT�HER�PREGNANCY�IS�STOPPED�FOR�SEVEN�
YEARS��3UBãHU��DEFEATED�BY�THE�(EHAYA�4ãLAJA΅GHA��TAKES�REFUGE��WITH�HIS�WIFE��IN�
THE�ASHRAM�OF�SAGE�!URVA�
� ����$EATH�OF�THE�OLD�3UBãHU�IN�THE�HERMITAGE��9ãDAVč� IS�PREVENTED�BY�!URVA�
�PROPHESYING� THE� GREATNESS� OF� HER� SON	� FROM� FOLLOWING� HER� HUSBAND� ONTO� THE�
FUNERAL�PYRE��"IRTH�OF�3AGARA��WHO�LIVES� IN�THE�HERMITAGE�AS�A�BOY��!FTER�HIS� INI-
TIATION��HIS�MOTHER� TELLS�HIM�WHO�HIS� FATHER� IS��(IS� ROYAL�EDUCATION��4HE�PEOPLE�
OF�!YODHYã�HEAR� FROM�SAGE�6ASIΣέHA�ABOUT�3UBãHU�AND�9ãDAVčÁS� SON�� THEY�GO�TO�
!URVAÁS�HERMITAGE�AND�MEET�9ãDAVč��!T�THE�SAME�TIME��'ARU͍A�ARRIVES�AT�THE�HER-
MITAGE�TO�ASK�!URVAÁS�ADVICE��AND�EXPLAINS�THE�REASON�FOR�HIS�COMING�
� ���� 'ARU͍AÁS� STORY�� HIS� MOTHER� 6INATã� �+AĺYAPAÁS� WIFE	� TOLD� HIM� ABOUT� THE�
DEATH
CURSE� �ONCE�UTTERED�BY�A�VISITING�muni��5PAMANYU�BY�NAME	�ON�HIS�ELDER�

 29.� 3EE�6IELLE�IN�PRESS�FOR�AN�EDITION�OF�THE�ÎRST����CHAPTERS�WITH�A�DETAILED�INTRODUCTION��6IELLE�
�����AND������FOR�PRELIMINARY�STUDIES�

 30.� 4HE�OPENING�OF�THE�DESCRIPTION�OF�THE�RITUAL�DECLARES�THAT�ÀTHE�SUPREME�POWER�OF�6IΣ·U�IS�
THE�3UN��STORE�OF�ALL�TEJAS��ALL
MIGHTYÁ��VIΣ·Oͥ�ĺAKTIͥ�PARã�SŊRYAͥ�SARVATEJONIDHIR�VIBHUͥ��JaiSa 
����CD	�
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SISTER�3UMATI�SHOULD�SHE�MARRY�ANY�DVIJA� �UNDERSTOOD�AS�A�BRAHMIN	�OTHER�THAN 

5PAMANYU� WHO�FOR�THE�REDEMPTION�OF�HIS�PITΛS�HAD�BEEN�ASKED�AT�'AYã�TO�MARRY�
AND�BECOME�A�FATHER��6INATã��WHO�AT�THAT�TIME�WAS�THE�SLAVE�OF�HER�SISTER�+ADRŊ��THE�
OTHER�WIFE�OF�+AĺYAPA	��HAD�THEN�MET�A�PIOUS�WOMAN�IN�AN�ASHRAM��WHO�PROPH-
ESIED�TO�HER�THE�BIRTH�OF�A�SON��'ARU͍A	�WHO�WOULD�BE�ABLE�TO�WIN�HER�HER�FREEDOM��
)T�IS�TO�THE�SAME�WOMAN�THAT�6INATã�SENT�'ARU͍A��TO�ÎND�A�REMEDY�FOR�THE�CURSE�
AլECTING�3UMATI�
� ����'ARU͍A�MET�THE�WOMAN��WHO�DIRECTED�HIM�TO��HER�SON	�!URVA�FOR�ADVICE�
ABOUT�HIS�SISTERÁS�PROBLEM��7HEN�'ARU͍A�IS�IN�!URVAÁS�HERMITAGE��THE�YOUNG�3AGARA�
IS� PRESENTED� TO� HIM�� 'ARU͍A� DECIDES� TO� GIVE� HIM� TO� 3UMATI� IN�MARRIAGE��WHICH�
ALLOWS�AN�ESCAPE�FROM�THE�CURSE��SINCE�3AGARA�IS�NOT�A�BRAHMIN	��4HE�WEDDING�IS�
CELEBRATED��4HE�PEOPLE�OF�!YODHYã�PRAISE�3AGARA�AND�INSIST�UPON�HIS�RETURN�TO�THE�
CITY�AND�STATE�AS�THEIR�KING�
� ����3AGARA��WITH�THE�BLESSINGS�OF�!URVA��RETURNS�TO�!YODHYã�ALONG�WITH�HIS FATHER

LIKE�GURU��HIS�MOTHER��HIS�WIFE�AND�HIS�PEOPLE��7ITH� THE�MILITARY�HELP�OF� THE�+ãĺI�
KINGÁS�SON��HE�ÎGHTS�THE�4ãLAJA΅GHAS��RECONQUERS�THE�CITY��AND�CROWNS�HIMSELF�KING�

� 4HE�NAME�9ãDAVč�FOR�THE�MOTHER�OF�3AGARA�IS�ALREADY�GIVEN�IN�THE�(ARIVA΃ĺA 
������A����"͍0�����������A��6ã0�������A��CF��+IRFEL�����������V����A	��WHICH�MEN-
TIONS�ÀHIS�WIFE�9ãDAVčÁ��PATNč�TU�YãDAVč�TASYA��WHERE�ÀHEÁ�IS�THE�ÀDISSOLUTEÁ��"ROD-
BECK���������	�OR�RATHER�ÀUNFORTUNATEÁ��vyasanin	�"ãHU��(ARIVA΃ĺA������A����"͍0 
����������A��6ã0�������A��CF��+IRFEL�����������V����A	��RATHER�THAN�3UBãHU�AS�IN�
THE�JaiSa��"UT�IN�THE�JaiSa�THERE�IS�A�SPECIAL�EMPHASIS�ON�9ãDAVčÁS�NAME�AND�HER�
ROLE�AS�THE�MOTHER�OF�THE�FUTURE�KING��ACTING�AS�A�REGENT
QUEEN��IN�EXILE	�AFTER�
THE�DEATH�OF�HER�HUSBAND�
� 4HE� FACT� THAT� 3UMATI� IS� THE� SISTER� OF� 'ARU͍A� IS� FOUND� IN� THE� 2ãMãYA·A 
����������EARLIER��IN�V�����SHE�IS�GIVEN�AS�THE�DAUGHTER�OF�!RIΣέANEMI��WHICH�IS�
ANOTHER�NAME�OF�+AĺYAPA�ACCORDING� TO�-AHãBHãRATA� ��������	�� AND�ALSO� IN�
A� SIMILAR�VERSE� FROM� THE� COMMON� TEXT�OF� THE�"RAHMã·͍A�and 6ãYU�0URã·AS��
WHICH�IS�NOT�IN�THE�CORRESPONDING�PASSAGE�OF�THE�(ARIVA΃ĺA� �CF��+IRFEL�������
329 v. 671):

31

ΣAΣέI΃�PUTRASAHASRã·I�SUPAR·ABHAGINč�TADã�Ɲ
MAHOTSãHãN�KčRTIMATO�JAGRãHA�SUMATIͥ�SUTãN�ƞ�2ãMãYA·A���������ƞ

"UT�3UMATI��3UPAR·AÁS�SISTER��CHOSE�SIXTY�THOUSAND�VIGOROUS�AND�RENOWNED�SONS�
(trans. Goldman)

ΣAΣέI΃�PUTRASAHASRã·I�SUPAR·ABHAGINč�TATHã�Ɲ�"͍0����������CD��6ã0�������AB
MAHãBHãGã�PRAMUDITã�JAGRãHA�SUMATIS�TATHã�ƞ�"͍0����������AB�
MAHãTMANAS�TU�JAGRãHA�SUMATIͥ�SVAMATIR�YATHã�ƞ�6ã0 88.159cd 

� )N�THE�JaiSa��THE�STORY�OF�THE�CURSE�AլECTING�3UMATI�IS�THE�MEANS�BY�WHICH�
'ARU͍A�IS�INTRODUCED�AS�A�FRIEND�AND�IS�ALLIED�TO�3AGARA��THE��FUTURE	�EMPEROR��

 31.� /N�THE�RELATIONSHIPS�BETWEEN�THE�CORRESPONDING�PASSAGES�OF�THE�"͍0-6ã0�AND�THE�2ãMãYA·A��
SEE�"OCK���������¾����4HE�6IΣ·U�0URã·A� ������	�SIMPLY�PRESENTS�3UMATI�AS�THE�DAUGHTER�OF�
+AĺYAPA��KãĺYAPADUHITã).
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4HE�PROBLEM�RESULTING�FROM�THE�CURSE�IS�SOLVED�BY�A�MARRIAGE�THAT�CONFORMS�
TO�THE�RESTRICTED�MEANING�OF�ITS�WORDS��(OWEVER��THE�SOLUTION��CONSISTING�OF�A�
NOTEWORTHY�EXAMPLE�OF�pratiloma MARRIAGE��A�BRAHMIN�GIRL�MARRYING�A�KΣATRIYA 
BOY	��HAS�TO�BE�EXPLAINED�IN�THE�SOCIO
CULTURAL�CONTEXT�OF�+ERALA��SINCE�IN�THE�
#OCHIN�ROYAL�FAMILY�TRADITION��IT�WAS�THE�queens�WHO�MARRIED�BRAHMIN�BOYS	��
IN�THIS�CASE�IT�MAY�SERVE�TO�CONTEXTUALIZE�THE�FACT�THAT��FROM�THIS�ÀABNORMALÁ�
MARRIAGE��THE�RESULTING��������SONS�OF�3UMATI�WERE�ADHARMIC�AND�EVENTUALLY�
ALL�DESTROYED��)T�IS�EXACTLY�THE�OPPOSITE�OF�THE�anuloma�MARRIAGE�OF�THE�KΣATRIYA 
GIRL�2E·UKã��THE�DAUGHTER�OF�0RASENAJIT��HERE�GIVEN�AS�A�KING�OF�THE�SOLAR�LINE��
JaiSa�����¾��	��WITH�THE�BRAHMIN�*AMADAGNI��THIS�HYPERGAMOUS�UNION�WILL�GIVE�
BIRTH�TO��0ARAĺU
	2ãMA��WHO�WILL�DESTROY�ALL�THE�IMPIOUS�KΣATRIYAs.
� /N�THE�BASIS�OF�A�FEW�THIN�0URã·IC�ELEMENTS��THE�AUTHOR�OF�THE�JaiSa�THUS�
CREATED�A�NEW�VERSION�OF�THE�STORY�OF�3AGARAÁS�CHILDHOOD��IN�WHICH�9ãDAVč��AS�
HIS�MOTHER��AND�'ARU͍A��AS�HIS�FRIEND�AND�THE�BROTHER�OF�HIS�WIFE��PLAY�IMPOR-
TANT� AND�ORIGINAL� ROLES��4HIS� IS�NOT� SO� SURPRISING� IF� THE� JaiSa�WAS� COMPOSED�
AT� THE� TIME�OF�2AVIVARMAN�+ULAĺEKHARA�AND�THE�MYTHIC�3AGARA�WAS�SERVING�
AS�A�MODEL�FOR�THIS�+ERALAN�KING��2AVIVARMAN��AFTER�ALL��WAS�A�SOLAR�UNIVERSAL�
MONARCH��AND�A�9ãDAVA�THROUGH�HIS�MOTHER��HE�HAD�'ARU͍A��6IΣ·UÁS�VEHICLE��
AS�HIS�EMBLEM��AND�HE�ALSO�PERFORMED�THE�6AIΣ·AVA
3AURYA�ROYAL�RITUAL�OF�THE�
AUSPICIOUS�LIGHT��4HROUGH�ALL�THESE�PECULIAR�FEATURES��THE�JaiSa constitutes an 
interesting testimony concerning royal ideology in medieval Kerala.

!00%.$)8�� 
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>-DLPLQL�+LUDǨ\DQöEKD�VDǟYöGD@
���+ING�(IRA·YANãBHAÁS�QUESTIONS��WHY�WAS�"HãRATAVARΣA�REDUCED�BY�����YOJA

naS�BECAUSE�OF� THE�SONS�OF�3AGARA��AND�HOW�MUCH� LAND�WAS�RECLAIMED�FROM�
THE�OCEAN�BY�2ãMA�*ãMADAGNYA��*AIMINI�TELLS�THE�)KΣVãKU�GENEALOGY�FROM�THE�
BEGINNING��UP�TO�+ING�3AGARA�
� ���.EW�QUESTION�FROM�+ING�(IRA·YANãBHA��HOW�DID�THE�CONÏICT�ARISE�BE-
TWEEN�THE�+OSALA�KING�6ASUMANAS�AND�THE�(EHAYA�KING�"HADRAĺRE·YA��AND�
WHY��LATER�ON��DID�3AGARA�HAVE�TO�DEFEAT�THE�(EHAYAS��*AIMINI�TELLS�THE�9ADU�
(EHAYA�GENEALOGY�UP�TO�"HADRAĺRE·YA��3TORY�OF�THE�RUIN�OF�6ãRã·ASč�UNDER�
THE�+ãĺI�KING�$IVODãSA��WHO�KILLS�THE�HUNDRED�SONS�OF�"HADRAĺRE·YA�WHEN�
ASSAILED�BY�THEM�
� �¾���)N�THE�SKY��THE�gandharva�$URMADA�AND�THE�VIDYãDHARč�5NMADã�PLAY�A�
TRICK�ON�0URŊRAVAS�AND�5RVAĺč��5RVAĺč�CURSES�THEM�BOTH��5NMADã�WILL�BE�BORN�
ON�EARTH�AS�THE�DAUGHTER�OF�THE�6IDEHA�KING�AND�WILL�NOT�MARRY�HER�LOVER��
AND�$URMADA�WILL�TAKE�BIRTH�ÎRSTLY�AS�A�RãKΣASA�AND�SECONDLY�AS�THE�REBORN�
5NMADãÁS�SON��ONLY�AFTER�BOTH�HIS�AND�HER�DEATH�WILL�THEY�BE�ALLOWED�TO�COME�
BACK�TO�THE�SKY�
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� �¾���5NMADã��REBORN�AS�THE�6IDEHA�PRINCESS�(ARI·č��IS�ABDUCTED�BY�THE�RãKΣASA 
0I΅GãKΣA��WHO�IS�$URMADA�REBORN��0I΅GãKΣA�IS�THEN�KILLED�BY�THE�+OSALA�KING�
6ASUMANAS�WHILE�6ASUMANAS�IS�OUT�HUNTING��3HE�FALLS�IN�LOVE�WITH�6ASUMANAS��
BUT�AT�HER�SUBSEQUENT�SVAYA΃VARA�IT�IS�"HADRAĺRE·YA�WHO�TAKES�HER�BY�FORCE�
� �¾���!FTER�A�ÎRST�ÎGHT�WITH�6ASUMANAS�FOLLOWED�BY�$IVODãSA��"HADRAĺRE·YA�
KEEPS�(ARI·č��WHO�GIVES�BIRTH�TO�$URDAMA��!�FEW�YEARS�LATER��"HADRAĺRE·YA��
WITH�HIS�SON��ATTACKS�$IVODãSA�AND�IS�DEFEATED�AGAIN��HE�IS�ALSO�ATTACKED�BY�
6ASUMANAS�TWICE��WITHOUT�A�WINNER�
� ��¾����+ING�6ASUMANAS�AND�HIS�SON�4RIDHANVAN�MAKE�AN�ALLIANCE�WITH�THE�
+ãĺI�KING�0RATARDANA�AND�HIS�SON�6ATSA�AGAINST�THE�(EHAYA�"HADRAĺRE·YA�AND�
$URDAMA��THEMSELVES�HELPED�BY�THE�RãKΣASA�"HčMãKΣA��NEPHEW�OF�0I΅GãKΣA	��
&INAL�VICTORY�OF�THE�+OSALAS�AND�THE�+ãĺIS�
 16–21. 6DJDURSöNK\öQD�� AT� THE� �PROVISIONAL	� END� OF�WHICH� +ING� 3AGARA�
ASKS�THE�SAGE�6ASIΣέHA�ABOUT�THE�CAUSE�OF�THE�POWER�OF�THE�(EHAYAS�
� 9DVLɓɡKD�6DJDUD�VDǟYöGD
� ��¾���� 6ASIΣέHA� DESCRIBES� THE� ENCOUNTER�� IN� ĹVETADVčPA�� OF� .ãRADA� WITH�
6IΣ·U
.ãRãYA·A��4HE�GOD�IS�ASKED�BY�THE�SAGE�TO�EXPLAIN�THE�REASON�FOR�"ALIÁS�
GREAT�POWER��4HE�LATTER�IS�SAID�TO�HAVE�OBTAINED��FROM�THE�$AITYA�0RAHLãDA��WHO�
HIMSELF��IN�HIS�DESIRE�TO�GAIN�6IΣ·UÁS�HEART��HAD�LEARNED�IT�FROM�THE�GODDESS�
%ARTH	��THE�KNOWLEDGE�OF�THE�RULES�FOR�PERFORMING�THE�HOLY�BHAKTI�rite (vrata) 
OF�BHADRADčPA
PRATIΣέHã��WHICH�GOES�BACK� TO�6IΣ·U��4HE�GOD� TEACHES�.ãRADA��
WHO�THEN�GOES�TO�THE�(EHAYA�KING�+ãRTAVčRYãRJUNA�
 26–36. ,ORSöNK\öQD��.ãRADA� TELLS�+ãRTAVčRYA�ABOUT� THE� SUCCESS�OF� THE� ÀES-
TABLISHMENT�OF�THE�AUSPICIOUS�LAMPSÁ�IN�THE�OLD�DAYS�THROUGH�THE�STORY�OF�)LA�
3UDYUMNA�� THE� ÎRST� ROYAL� PERFORMER� OF� THE� vrata�� WHO� BEFORE� LEARNING� THE�
BHADRADčPA
PRATIΣέHã
VIDHI��DESCRIBED�IN�ADHYãYAS���¾��	�HAD�ALSO�LEARNED��FROM�
THE�SAGE�3ANATKUMãRA��THE�RULES�OF�THE�PITΛPŊJã��DESCRIBED�IN�ADHYãYAs 27–29).
� ��¾����"EGINNING�OF�THE�.öUWDYƮU\RSöNK\öQD��+ING�+ãRTAVčRYA��AFTER�HAV-
ING�BEEN�TAUGHT�BY�.ãRADA��PERFORMS�THE�BHADRADčPA
PRATIΣέHã��4HEN�HE�MEETS�
$ATTãTREYA�ON�THE�BANK�OF�THE�.ARMADã�
� ��¾����3DWLYUDWRSöNK\öQD��TOLD�BY�+ãRTAVčRYAÁS�purohita�'ARGA��TO�EXPLAIN�
THE�ORIGIN�OF�$ATTãTREYA��6IΣ·UÁS�AVATãRA.
� ��¾���� !FTER� PERFORMING� THE� BHADRADčPA
PRATIΣέHã� AGAIN�� +ãRTAVčRYA� GETS�
BOONS�FROM�$ATTãTREYA��(IS�VICTORY�OVER�2ãVA·A��(IS�WORLD
CONQUEST�
� ��¾���� -DQDNDSUDɍQD. 1UESTIONED� BY� +ãRTAVčRYA� ON� advaita�� $ATTãTREYA�
REPEATS�TO�HIM�THE�DISCOURSE�GIVEN�BY�THE�SAGE�!SITA�WHEN�PREVIOUSLY�QUES-
TIONED�BY�THE�6IDEHA�KING�*ANAKA�ON�THE�SAME�SUBJECT�
� ��¾����4HE�REST�OF�THE�STORY�OF�+ãRTAVčRYA�AND�THE�STORY�OF THE�AVATãRA�2ãMA�
*ãMADAGNYA��%KöUJDYDFDULWD).32

� >-DLPLQL�+LUDǨ\DQöEKD�VDǟYöGD@
� ��¾����3AGARA�PERFORMS�THE�BHADRADčPA
PRATIΣέHã��(IS�WORLD
CONQUEST��4HE�

 32. *AI3A�ADHYãYAS����TO�������AND�THE�END�OF����TO������"͍0������ADHYãYAs ���TO�������AND�������TO�
����/N�THE�INSERTION�OF�A�PORTION�OF�THE�JaiSa�INTO�THE�"OMBAY�EDITION�OF�THE�"͍0��SEE�6IELLE�
���������¾���
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STORY�OF�HIS�SONS��WHO�DIG�UP������YOJANAS�OF�THE�COAST��FALLING�INTO�THE�OCEAN	��
THE�DESCENT�OF�THE�'A΅Gã��THE�SUBMERSION�OF�THE�TčRTHA�'OKAR·A��AND�THE�ÎNAL�
RECOVERY� OF� ���� YOJANAS� ON� THE�WEST� COAST� BY� 2ãMA��WHOSE� SACRIÎCIAL� LADLE�
(sruva	�� SENT� INTO� THE� SEA�� GOES� ���� YOJANAS� FROM� SOUTH� TO� NORTH�� INCLUDING�
ĹŊRPãKARA�33�UP�TO�'OKAR·A�
� *AIMINI�THUS�ÎNALLY�ANSWERS�THE�KINGÁS�VERY�ÎRST�QUESTIONS��CONCLUDING�THAT�
IN�DOING�SO�HE�HAS�TOLD�THE�STORIES�OF�THE�GREAT�MEN�+ãRTAVčRYA��2ãMA�AND�
Sagara.

!00%.$)8�� 
-94(/
(%2/)#�'%.%!,/')%3�).�4(%�*!)-).Č9!3!΂()4â

Manu
��)KΣVãKU�������SONS��INCLUDING�

x� �+OSALAS�OF�!YODHYã	�6IKUKΣI�ĹAĺãDA���0URA£JAYA���!NENAS���0ΛTHU���
0ΛTHULãĺVA���âRDRA���ĹYãVASTHA���"ΛHADAĺVA���+UVALAYãĺVA���$Λ͍HãĺVA�
��(ARYAĺVA�)���.IKUMBHA���3A΃HITãĺVA���0RASENAJIT��FATHER�OF�2E·UKã��
*AMADAGNIÁS�WIFE	� ��9UVANãĺVA� ��-ãNDHãTΛ� �� 0URUKUTSA� �� �FROM� THE�
.ARMADã�	�4RASADASYU���!NARA·YA��KILLED�BY�2ãVA·A	���(ARYAĺVA� ))���
�FROM�-ãDHAVč�	�6ASUMANAS���4RIDHANVAN���4RAYYãRU·A���3ATYAVRATA�
4RIĺA΅KU� �� (ARIĺCANDRA� �� 2OHITãĺVA� �� (ARITA� �� #U£CU� �DEFEATED� BY�
+ãRTAVčRYãRJUNA	���6IJAYA��DITTO	���2URUKA���3UBãHU����FROM�9ãDAVč�	�
3AGARA���!΃ĺUMANT���$ILčPA���"HAGčRATHA����É	���(IRA·YANãBHA

x� �6IDEHAS	�.IMI���*ANAKA����É	���"ANDHUMANT��(ARI·čÁS�FATHER	���6EGA

VANT��#ITRã΅GčÁS�FATHER	

��)LA�3UDYUMNA���0URŊRAVAS����FROM�5RVAĺč�	�âYU���.AHUΣA���9AYãTI��-ãDHAVčÁS�
FATHER	���9ADU��

x� �9ãDAVAS	�3AHASRAJIT���ĹATAJIT���(EHAYA��
�(EHAYAS	�$HARMANETRA���+ΛTI���3AHAJIT���-AHIΣMANT���"HADRAĺRE·YA���
�����AND�LATER����SONS��FROM�#ãRVA΅Gč�AND�OTHERS��THEN��FROM�(ARI·č�	�
$URDAMA����FROM�6EGAVANTÁS�DAUGHTER�#ITRã΅Gč�	�+ANAKA���+ΛTAVčRYA���
+ãRTAVčRYãRJUNA��������SONS�INCLUDING	�*AYADHVAJA���4ãLAJA΅GHA��������
SONS�INCLUDING	�6čTIHOTRA

�WITHOUT�GENEALOGY	����É	���9ãDAVč��MOTHER�OF�3AGARA	

� �FROM�âYU	��

x� �+ãĺIS	�$IVODãSA����FROM�-ãDHAVč�	�0RATARDANA���6ATSA�ĹATRUJIT

 33.� /N�THIS�TčRTHA�BELONGING�TO�THE�SOUTHERN�!NANTAPURAM�KΣETRA (3YãNANDŊRA�0URã·A�3AMUCCAYA��
CF��NN�������AND����ABOVE	��SEE�6IELLE������

� ���� 4HE�JaiSa�DOES�NOT�SPECIFY�WHETHER�THE�+ãĺIS�DESCEND�FROM�.AHUΣA��AS�IN�(ARIVA΃ĺA 23) or 
FROM�HIS�BROTHER��AS�IN�(ARIVA΃ĺA�APP���THE�"͍0-6ã0�AND�THE�6IΣ·U�0URã·A).
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